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President ds Comment

Fellow VGCA Members

g8l Our March gun show at tierince William County
el fairgrounds occurred on the first weekend in Spring
and ushered in what we hope will be a return to
normalcy. Our attendance was limited by competigg
regional shows but that did not dampen the
enthusiasm expressed by both dealerscaistbmers.
Highlights of the show new dealers including participation by Chesterfield Arms andjxxx
as well as several very impressive displays by our memlaersgr eat di splfay
Guns o0 g ar place gride for ourf secrewry Rob Beck@ur support of youth
shooting groups, particularly theH Trigger Time Air Rifle Team, wagreatlyenhanced
by member Phil Hill who contributed the proceeds of donated cleaning kits and othef items
at the show, resulting in a donation of $2,500 to tie AVe have since learned thatH4
Trigger Time has won a regional competition and will soon participate in a national qvent.
Well done, Phil!

We look forward to seeing you at our next membership at the NRA facilities on Thurgday,
April 28"wherewewill be treated to a presentatijon
Firearmso by member Bronson Armstrong

d Ed Costelloca president
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U February Presentation

Director Marc GorelicKat right)

provided an updated version of his
presentation on AU
Bl ock Military Pis

As Marc noted in his introduction, the
Remington Rolling Block military pistols

were fisimple, el eg It o
use, and obsolete when issbed he
summary that follo

notes and includes selected photograph
from his presentation.

The years before the Civil War saw the
introduction of multishot revolvers as
standard side arms for armies around the world, and the abandonment of single shot pistols by the armed
forces of industrial nations.

The widespread use of the pepperboxhadivilian world, adoption of the Colt revolving percussion
pistols by the US Army, and the production and use of foreign percussion revolvers, such as the British
Kerr revolver, pointed the way to the future.

The Civil War hastened the near universal@n of revolvers and abandonment of sirget pistols
and saw the introduction of salbntained metallic cartridges. Civil War era revolvers that used metallic
cartridges included the French Lefaucheux pinfire and the Perrin centerfire.

The combin#ion of selfcontained metallic cartridges and mudtiot revolvers was the natural next
evolutionary step in firearms design. However, while both Army & Navy recognized that percussion
weapons and singkehot pistols were obsolete, both ordered and adoRemington Rolling Block
pistols.

At the close of the Civil War both the U.S. Army and Navy had an overabundance of obsolete percussion
weapons from a multitude of manufacturers. Both services keenly felt the need to not only modernize
their small arm&nd adopt weapons firing selbntained metallic cartridges, but also to standardize their
small arms.

In the immediate poswar years the Army cut down the number of different makes and models of pistols
and gradually settled on two percussion rewdVehe Colt Model 1860 Army and the Remington New
Model Army, both in .44 caliber.

The Navy had much less funding than the Army for small arms development and acquisition, but
appeared to be more willing to experiment and to adopt new designs ahred@his trend was also
helped bythe Navyneeding fewer small arms than the Army needalle the Army, at the close of the
war, the Navy found itself with an almost bewildering array of different pistols and rifles, including the
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Jenks MuleEar Carbine and Plymouth rifles (and even a number of flintlocks thatipted the war).
The Navy éso hadModel 1842 single shot percussion pistofsnong the percussion revolvers in the
Navy inventory were the Colt Model 1851 Navy, Colt Model 1860 Army, Coll&1d861 Navy, Joslyn
Navy, Savage Navy, Remington Beals and Remington Old and New Model Navy pistols, and the
Whitney Model Navy.

Even before the end of the CiWar, the Navy became very interested in having small arms, including
pistols that would fire selfontained cartridges. There were problems aboard ship and during amphibious
operations with percussion guns not firing because the powder or paper cartridggae damp; and

more than one ship blew up when a spark or flame accidentally ignited loose gunpowder.

During the Civil War, the Navy and the Marines were not only involveshipto-shipfighting and
boarding, but they also engaged in a multitude oflabipus operations against the Confederacy, both on
the seacoast and on the inland rivers. These operations, in which Marines and sailors fought against
Confederate troops on land, taught them the value of maximum firepower.

At the end of the war, thd.S. government was in no hurry to begin purchasing new firearms of a radical
design because of political reasons, an overabundance of surplus (but obsolete) weapons, and drastic cut
in the postwar budgets.In addition the U.S. had no real modern fgeienemy to drive new weapons
development.

Another factor against the widespread manufacture of new model cartridge revolvers in the immediate
postwar years was that Smith & Wesson owned the Rollin White patent and guarded it jealously. The
Rollin White patent allowed for the production of revolvers with completely bored through cylinders now
necessary for using the new metallic cartridges.

Although Smith & Wesson allowed Remington to use the Rollin White process to convert percussion
revolvers to artridge revolvers, Colt and other pistol manufacturers were excluded from using the process
until 1869, when the patent expired. This limited the field of available U.S. cartridge revolvers for the
Army and Navy to examine.

The Navy, which had its owrrdinance department, was not going to wait to adopt cartridge weapons,
and decided to try to standardize on the Remington Rolling Block system and its rugged design for naval
pistols, rifles and carbines.

The Rolling Block system contained only two nrajeoving parts, the breechblock and hammarich

addressed Navy concerns about corrosion in a weapon with complicated small moving parts. The
breechblock rotates on a pin and is shaped like a section of a circle. When the hammer is pulled back the
breedblock can be rotated back to open the breech, allowing cartridges to be inserted or removed from
the chamber. The breechblock is rotated forward to close the action. When the trigger is pulled, the
hammer falls on the rear of the firing pin in the bré#ock, which moves forward and strikes the primer

in the cartridge.



The hammer wedges itself into a cutout in the rear of
the breechblock which contains the end of the firing p
and a projection beneath the hammer rolls under the
breechblock, lockig it in place and preventing the
cartridge from moving back or gas from escapiiigis
diagram (ight) illustrates how the hammer locks the
breechblock in place.

The system was easy to manufacture and besides itg
otherqualities,it lends itself to accacy and is not
prone to be jammed by dirt or rough usage.

The Rolling Block actiondés clean | ines
Navy.

, simplic

It was an intuitive mechanisineasy to train and learn to use.

Navy Model 1866

The first of the three U.S. military single shot Remington rolling block pistols is the Navy Model 1866
(abovg. In Junel866,the Navy proposed to purchase 5,000 pistols at $10.35 each and in October, after
testing a sample, a contract was signed.

The Model 186&abovg is a .50 caliber, rimfire, breechloading, single shot pidtak 13 %2 inches long,

has an 8 2 inch round barrahd weigh2 Ibs. 4 oz. . It has walnut grips and forend. The barrel was
blued with a casehardened frame, bre&mti trigger, trigger sheath and hammer. It is readily

identifiable by distinctive spur type trigger and trigger sheath and lack of a trigger guard. The barrel,
which has thregyroove rifling, has an iron front sight and -@etch rear sight on top dfé¢ rotating
breechblock.The firing pin is at the bottom of the rotating breechblock and the extractor is at the bottom
of the breech.

The first 200 of the 5,000 pistols were shipped to the Navy at the Brooklyn Navy Yard on July 2, 1867.
Deliveries of he 5,000 pistols continued until December 18, 1867. The Navy ordered another 1,500
pistols on October 14, 1867, and deliveries of these continued until May 1868.



The Navy assigned Frank C. Warner, a civilian as its
inspector at the Remington plantHis stamp is on the lower
right side of the framéP overF.C.W.), aswell as just the
initials on the left grigat lef. The Model 1866 pistols also
have an anchoramped on the top of the barréiough there
is a debate whether the Navy applied ttamp on receipt or
Remington did it at the factory to distinguish the Navy
contract guns from the civilian version, of which 500 were
manufactured.

The Navywasgenerally pleased witthe Model 1866 but it
had some weaknesses.

1 The sheath trigger andck of trigger guard were
conducive to accidental firings

1 The «tractor tore the thin rolled brass of the rimfire

cartridge in the chamber.
1 The larrelwastoo long.

The Navy experimented with altering the Model 1866 before and during negotiatioriRemiington for
a modified pistol.Alterations were adding a brass triggerguard over the original spur or sheath trigger
and shortening the barrel.

Initial alterations to 25 pistols done at the Washington Navy Yard in 1870. Two altered pistols (14 total)
weresent to Navy Yards at Portsmouth, Boston, New YorkaBalphia, Norfolk, Pensacola, aihre
Island with brass triggerguards as patterns.

Some Navy Yards startedework of making and
attaching brass triggerguards. When cedéo stop
Portsmoth had 19 triggerguards attached but not
finished. All such pistols were ordered returned to
Remington for full alterationA small number
(perhaps tw®) of pistols had barrels shortened.
Othersdid not There are reports thabimewere
nickeled.

In theend,the Navy decided that it was cheaper, faster, more efficient and more effective to pay
Remington to do all alterations.

These Navy altered guns are extremely rare. Only a few of the original 25 are known to exist today.
Only twoaredocumented wth inspector stamps on triggerguat@n April 13, 1870the Navy contracted
with Remington for the alteration ttie Model 1866 tahe Model 1870 configuration for $4.00 each.



Navy Model 1870
According to differensourcesRemington converted either38 or 6,319 pistols tihe NavyModel
1870. It is estimated that there are less than 142 pistols in original Model 1866 configuration.

The three alterations were:

1. Changing the action and cartridge from .50 cal. rimfire to .5Cceaterfire. (Officially called Caliber
.50 Remington Pistol Centerfire.)

2. Removing the trigger and spur sheath and adding a regular trigger and trigger guard.

3. Shortening the barrel by 1% inches from 8% to 7 inches.

Remington took 5 years to convert thstplsi from 18701875. It took this long because the Navy sent
them to Remington as they were slowly returned from stations and ships that were scattered all over the
world on multiyear tours.

Many of the features of the Model 1866 were retaineds ifigiudes the-groove barrel.The frame,
breechblock, trigger, trigger guard and hammer were all casehardened. Because the frame and wooden
grips of the Model 1866 were retained, the Model 1870 will have the Model 1866 inspector Frank

War ner 6 sdcartbuwhap an

The Navy assignefibur inspectors during the-fear long conversion period. They were:

NAME INITIALS
Edward Barrett EB
J.M.B. Clitz J.M.B.C.
Henry Erben H.E.
W.D. Whitney W.D.W.

Their initials were usually stamped on the top of the barrel near the anchor stamp, in the configuration of
thelettenrover the inspectordés initials.



An exampleof the letterl over theH.E. (for Henry Erbeiis
shown(at right).

Like the Model 1866the Model 1870 Rolling Block pistol saw
extensive and hard us®uring the period 8711872 they

were issued in large numbers to 33 naval vessels stationed
around the world.

For instance, when sailors and Marines from the Asiatic
Squadron stormetthe Korean forts on Kangawa Island in Jun
1871 to punish the Koreans for murdering shipwrecked US
merchant seamen, the landing parties were armed with
Remington Rolling Block pistols. They were also armed with
Remington Model 1867 carbines, Plymouth &5fl .58 caliber Springfield RlﬂMuskets and Colt and
Remington percussionrevolverd.c cor di ng t o ships6é reports, in ot
sailors and marines from ttSS BENICIA and theUSS COLORADQCexpended 8,050 Remington .50

caliber pstol cartridges.

Like the Model 1866, the Navy Model 1870 is a rare gun in original configuraliesides normal

service loss and spoilage, the Navy eventually sold most of the pistols back to Remingtgnof them
were converted into target pistatsvarious calibers ranging from .22 caliber on @Qthers were

converted into civilian Cadet Riflest is estimated that only 6% of the Navy Model 1870 pistols survived
in origind condition (-380 exist today

Army Model 1871

In 1869,the Army set up a Board in St. Louis, Missouri under Maj. General John M. Schofield to
Afexamine and report on the best small/l arms for
concentrated on metallic cartridge handgufise Schofield Board subtied its final report on June 19,
1870. The Remington Rolling Block system figured prominently in the report, coming in first in order of
merit for rifles, carbines, and surprisingly, pistols.

The report stated:

AnOf the breech | othedBoanddhasselestéddhle ®llowing Bixnm thetorlat of relative
merit:

Firsti The Remington singtearreled pistol, with guard, centrefire

Second The Smith and Wesson revolver

Third, fourth fifth and sixth were various Remington revolvets

The Bard also stated) The Remi ngton is the only single barr
should be modified as to load at half cock. The Smith and Wesson is decidedly superior to any other
revolver submitted. o

Colt did not have aviablecart dge revolver and so did not submi
Smith and Wesson had just perfected their metallic cartridge revolver in time for the trials, and
Remington was producing cartridge conversions.



Gen. Alexander Dyer, Chief of Ordnce, requested authority to purchase 1,000 Remington Rolling
Bl ock pistols and 1,000 Smith and Wesson revolyv
of War approved Dyers request on July 16, 1870.

The Remington Rolling Block pistols weenot contracted for until February 1871. The contract was a
very unusual arrangement between the Ordnance Department and Remington, in which the Army
exchanged 5,000 percussion Remington New Model Army Revolvers that were in ¢tolage
converted by Bmington into cartridge guns for civilian salés) 5,000 new Remington Rolling Block
pistols.

The Model 1871 pistoléabove had the same rugged and dependable action as the rifles and carbines,
with a strengthened mainspring and refined extracidrey arechambered in .50 caliber centerfire and
havean 8 0 b | The fitamé and triggdr guard were casehardeiiéd. hammer and breechblock
were finished brightIt hasan oiled walnut grip and forend arttelyy were all serial numbered.

Althoughgenerally similar to the Navy Model 1870, design changes included:

1 Moving the trigger and trigger guard forward;

1 Adding a spur or hump to the receiver to the rear of the frame to allow for a better grip;

1 Recontouring the wooden griptowhatdse scri bed as a fAsaw handl eodo t
arnp;

1 Adding a firing pin retractor,

1 Adding a rotating extractor on the left side of the breech;

1 Changing the front sight from a bead to a blade; and

1 Redesigning the lockwork.

The Remington stampith patent dates was moved from the bottom part to the upper part of the left side
of the frame



The Army assigned Curtis R. Stickney as its inspector at the Remington ptatite Model 1871 pistols
were successfully proof fired,
Stickney would stimp a large
letter P and the lette§ (left) on
the left side of the frame
between the Remington stamp
and the trigger guard.

Stickney would stamp his
cartouche, the lette GRS
inside a rectangle with curved
ends, on the lower left grip
when the pistols passed
inspection.

Although they were already
obsolete by the time of the field
trials, many saw service on the Frontier during the Indian Wars from1®72 The first 48Model

1871s were issued @ompany F of theCavalry at Ft. Griffin Texas in early 1872. They were also
issued to troops of thet12'd 5" 6" 7" and 9" Cavalry Regiments for field trials, which included
combat against hostile Indians.

By the 29 quarter of 1874, 44 companies reported77Army Model 1871 Rolling Block pistols. This

figure rapidly declined as it was withdrawn from service until by thquirter of 1875, 15 companies
reported only 85 Model 1871 pistols on their rolBespitethe field trials, most of the Model 1871 pistols
were kept in storage and never issued. Because of this, many found today in their original configuration
are in excellent condition.

Manywere sold to surplus dealeasd were subsequenttpnverted to tayet pistols in a variety of
calibers. In addition, Remington also produced about-QJ@0O0 for the civilian market between 1872 and
1888. These would not be martially marked.

Ammunition

Like the pistol for which they were developed the .50 cal. RemmBtstol round, whether rimfire or
centerfire, was obsolete and had a comparatively short servic®bfgpite this they are still historically
significant as the ammunition was the first metallic-selfitained pistol cartridge in general use for the
U.S. military.

They are short, squat, and stubby rounds, 1.246 inches Tdray. have a straight tapered case for the

Navy pistol and a slightly necked case for the army pistol. The Navy round would chamber in the Army
pistol but the Army round wouldat chamber in the Navy pistolThey were loaddwith 25 grains of
blackpowder to fie a short 30@rain lead bullet ta@a muzzle velocity of 600 feet per secarmiwith a

muzzle energy of 240 Ibs.



Frankford Arsenal, UMC, Winchester and the United States Cartridge Company made the ammunition.

Different priming systems were used: the Benet folded head inside centerfire cartridge, Berdan, Martins,
and Farrington outside primer centerfire cartridgesl Boxetype centerfire cartridgggxamples

above. Besides the usual ammunition with lead bullets, blank cartridges and cartridges wiiieshot
wooden bullets were manufactured.

Today, original Remington .50 Cal pistol ammunition is scarce hagilectible and rather costly.

On behalf of the VGCA members, | would like to thank Marc for this interestinigigtodcal
presentation!

5555555555555555555555555555555555555

U Next Membership Meeting: April 28%
Topic: nNnThe History of the U.S.
by Bronson Armstrong

Location: the NRA HQ Conference Room

Our April VGCA Membership Meeting will be at the NRA Headquarters i and it will be available
via webinar for those who cannot attend in person. The Conference Room opens at 6 p.m. with
pizza available starting at approximately 6:30 p.m. and the meeting starting at 7 p.m. Hope to
see you then!

66666666666666666666666666666666606©66
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U February Meeting

The February 24" VGCA meeting was cadid to ordeby VGCA Vice PresidenRick Nahas at D1 p.m.

Rob Becker led us in the Pledge of Allegiance and a moment of silence to remember those who are
deployed in defense of our country. There were 39 members and guests in attendance with another 16
participating via webinar The following items were discussed dure@rief business meeting.

Rick, who in addition to being the VGCA Vice President is also our Show Director, updated the group on
the status of our Spring Gun Show
- Thanks to members ¥¢ Chappell and Andrew Woodard, we have a new table layout which
provides more room for the venders
- Reminder that Federal Firearms Dealers can only transfer guns during the show hours
- Reminder that table holders without a Virginia Tax ID will néegay taxes on their sales at the
end of the show
- There are currently only sevéables available for rent
- Asked that everyone bring two guests to the show

VGCA Secretary Rob Becker askewmberdo submit gurrelated articles for the newslettas well as
reminded people who brought in items for Shoviell to fill out the questionnaire form

Membership Chairman George Dungan as&enual VGCA members tenew their membership no later
than the gun show. After the show, annual members whortavenewed will be dropped from our roll

Member Phil Hill will be running a foudraiser for the Trigger Time 4H Youth Shooting organization. See
detals of the results on page 26.

Security Manager Frank Cambria noted that he still needed seaittyteers for the spring shawboth
during the day as well as one additional person for overnight security

Rick mentioned that there were at least seven firearms stolen at the last Chantilly gun show. These
included several long guns (a doulbarrele shotgun and two PTR1 rifles. Forewarned is forearmed!

Rick also updated the members on this yearoés SH
- Several big manufacturers did not attend, including Ruger and Colt
- Attendance was only about 30,000 (less than half otiheal 70,000 people there)
- Federal introduced a new cartridgéhe .30 Super Carry and Smith & Wesson displayed new
guns chambered for this round

A member asked about the Range Day/Picnic that had been planned forng20a2d it berescheduled.
- Rob Becker replied that we would ask NORVA if we could have such an event later this year

Director Matthev G. made a pitch for anyone interested in making a presentation at a membership
meeting in 2022 to please contact hinmattithewofmclean@gmail.comWe still need presenters for our
May, June, August, September, and October meetings.

5555555555555555555555555555555555555
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RUGER SR22 PISTOL SAFET

By Marc Gorelick

Ruger has issued a prodsetfety bulletin for its .22 caliber SR22
semtauto pistol. In rare instances, if the left and right frame inserts
of Ruger SR22 pistols are not properly secured together, the firing
pin blocker lifter and hammer block can move independently of
each otherpotentially rendering them ineffective. If this situation
occurs, the pistol will intermittently exhibit a "slack” singletion
trigger and has the potential to discharge if decocked over a live
round. A 'slacK’ single-action trigger occurs if, whileperating the
pistol in singleaction modevith a magazine inserted, the slide
forward, and the manual safety disengagetligger pull does not
encounter resistance and the hammer does not fall.

Any SR22 with serial numb&69-40078or lower (including lhose

with a "SS" serial number prefix) is subject to the Ruger safety
recall Bulletin, if it has eithei(1) exhibited (or exhibits in the future) a slack singlgion trigger; 0(2)
discharged upon decocking. If you have ever experienced either efciaditions with your SR22

pistol, you should stop using your pistol and sign up for the Safety Retrofit. According to Ruger, if you
havenotexperienced either condition, your pistohist subject to the Ruger Safety Bulletin unless one or
both of thee conditions occur in the future. SR22 pistols with a serial num&8%40079and above

are not affected by this Safety Bulletin.

Note: A slack trigger will occur during normal operation if: 1) the magazine is removed; or 2) the slide is
locked to lhe rear; or 3) the manual safety is engaged. These are all normal operating conditions. The
Ruger Safety Bulletin applies only if a slack sirgd#ion trigger is experienced with the magazine

inserted, the slide forward, and the manual safety disengaged.

For further information and instructions on how to sign up for the Safety Refit go to the Ruger website at:
https://ruger.com/dataProcess/sr22retrofit/?r=announcenuerdall Ruger at (336) 945200.

6666666666666666666666666666666666©6°6
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U VGCA Spring Gun Show

The VGCA Spring Gun Show took platarch 26" and 27" at the Prince
William County Fairgrounds. It was a special show, made so by the :
guantity and quality of our antique arms and MILSURP dealers. It that |
regard, it was our bestig show in years and that is directly a credit to Ri
Nahas, our show direct@at right, facing camera

The show started on Friday morning with the delivery of a pile of folded
tables and chairs to an embiyilding at the Prince William County
Fairgraunds. Then a dedicated team of VGCA volunteers, led by Andre
Woodard, set everything in place in preparation for the show venders.

The next time you see them, please thank the following individuals for their efforts to set up our show:

Jim Burgess Marc Gorelick Chris Levy Al Reid Richard Valenzi
Wes Chappell Bill Gravell Ernie Lyles Greg Thompson
George Dungan Nelson Hufano Dave Murphy Alex Thompson (Greg's daughter)

y 3_.‘53-

,“ ).

Our security volunteers ensured another safe and successful sbowy Frank Cambrizapove on
right, where he is joined by Richard McCormick on the left and Jack Looney, obviously still on an
adrenalinthigh from his stint on ovemight security, in the backgroupdecurity included:
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Chris Britton Scotty Gerbich Nelson Hufano Craig Peters

Jim Burgess Tess G. George Kirshbaum Al Reid
Tom Ciarula Rich Hanson Bill Ludwig Clayton Vieg
George Dungan Dan Helm Richard McCormick Carl Warhurst

Overnight security consisted of Jack Looney and Brent Steltz.

Our evaluation table (another unique feature of VGCA gun shows) examined 21 firearms over the
weekend. Among the most notable was a .44 caliber Richards conversion Colt M1860 Army revolver, a
Winchester M1892 Trapper carbine, an Ithaca M1911A1 pistol, anti8®®/Krag rifle. There were

even a couple of percussion conversion muskets (M1816 and M1835). Please join me in thanking Jim
Burgess for organizing the evaluation table, as well as Gary Holderman for his assistance with the
Winchesters and Carlos Davilar hishelp inidentifying a Portuguese Mauser.

In addition toworkingthe evaluation table, Jim Burgess also organized the judging for our educational
displays. There were five judged displays at our March gun show. Allweeyavell doneand

represented possibly the best group of displays that we have had in geaesaNotei only 3 points

(out of a possible 400) separated first and second place and only 10 points separated first from third. The
competition was indeed keefhe resilts of the judging were as follows:

PLACE DISPLAY TITLE DISPLAYER
1%'Place Tear Gas Launchsr Rob Becker

2" Place Remington MB0 & 590 Series Rifles Mike Alsop

39 Place Swedish Riles of the World Wars Richard Valenzi
15 Judges' Choice Swiss K31Derived Sniper Rifles Bill Chronister
2" Judges' Choice  WW | Weapons & Equipment Paul Veneziano

VGCA President Ed Costell@i
right, giving Mike Alsop his prize
money for winning second place i e, teseis
the judging congratulatedll of —
our displayers! In the future, if
you would like to display some of
your collection, please do not
hesitate to contact one of our
officer or directors they will be
more than happy to assist you.
One 8foot display table is
provided free of chge and for
first-time displayers, the VGCA
even offers a $100 stipend to hel
defray the cost ddisplay
materials.
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First place went to Rob Bedker TEAR GAS fiTe
Tools of Law Enforcement and MUNITIONS nnel
An unusuabkubject it covered tear gas launchers from four countries Ao ks o ol B A
and in calibers ranging from 12 Gauge up to 37rhri&(inches!).The e T BB oS . SHEARENGEN

display included #@olish 15shot revolvingRGA-86 (above top centégr
- animpressive fece of hardwaréhat grabbed the attention of most
passerdy! Produced irsmall numbers during the mitB80s only
250RGA-86swere imported intohlte United Stateabout 3 years ago
Robo6és display included a copy
subjecti Tear Gas Munitionsby Thomas F. Swearengéat right).
Like seemingly every outf-print firearms reference book (this one
was publishedn 1966), this tome will set you back several hundred
dollarsi if you can find it!

nown
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Mike Alsop continued his theme of displaying

Remington products this time withanexcellent
presentation of ARemington |
Rifles. o Thi s c babpctiomhensi v e
rimfires included a smoothbore (for shot shells) and a
left-handed variant. One show attendee commented that

this display reminded him @he hardware store where he

got his first .22! How many of us were introduced t

shooting by one of these mode?P Mi kebs disp
garnere second place in tight judgihgVell done sir!

Did you knoweé ?

Remi ngtonds system for desi
wasdetermined by caliber (Model 58x = .22LR and the

Model 59x = 5mm Remington) with the third digit

indicating the feeding mechanism (xx0 = single shot, xx1

= box magazine, and xx2 = tube magazir&r

examplethe Model 582 is a .22 LR with a tube

magazine
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Richard Valenzi 6s ASwedi sh Rif
well executed display of military rifles and their
accoutrement@&@bove, to include bayonets, cleaning kits,

blank firing attachment, and no less than five separate types of
issued 6.5x5ammunition on stripper clipg( leff). His

handout explaining the meaning of the markings on the

Swedish brass stock discs contained valuable information for
those of us who have a Swedish Mausetwoin our safes.

This display earned®place in wiat was very close voting.

02922
R Loy
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R Loy,

Bill Chronister put toget hear iame c xEreil d eern tRidfi Isgd .
featured two scaradfles i the ZfK.31/42 (top photo, bottom rifleand theZfK.55 (top rifle). The Swiss

military began development of a sniper rifle based on their current battle rifle, the gaigk81, in the

late 1930s The initial effort resulted ithe Zielfernrohr Karabiner 1931/42 or Model 1931/42 Sniper
Carbinewith a 1.8X telescopic sight o#fs to the left and an optimistic maximum elevation of 1000

meters. The offset scope with a folding periscopic objectivsvalll the scope to be foldedo a notch in

the stock for transport and more importantly enabled standard K31 top ejection asel tfiexisting

GP-11 ammunition chargersThe offset scope feature proved inadequate and the ZfK.31/42 and its
successor were ultimately replaced by Zifi€.55 with a removable 3.5x scope mounted directly over the
bore. Thebiggest change veahat the reeiverredesignedipped 15 degrees clockwise ensure the

ejected cartridge case did not hit the scope. It also featloader, much heavier barrel, a unique
muzzlebrake/flash hider and a centrally mounted bipod that folded forward under the nmdthlf

forestock. The Zf K. 55 remained in service | ong after t
impressivedisplay was enhaced by a scope tin, bayonet, ammo pouches, cardboard chargers, tools and
spare partskitsl t earned the first Judgedbds Choice award
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Paul Ve nalef)dsplay 6fs (
AWW | Weapons & Equi
up severakables, whichs appropriate

for one intendd to show everything

from recruiting posters, mess tins, flare
guns, communications equipment,

small arms, gas masks, lamps,

trenching tools, web geaa,cart,

manuals, and even a morfabove and
previous pagg Consisting of both

period peces and reproductions
(befitting Paul 6s pa
reenacting), this vast display had

something for everyone and earned a
Judgeds Chuweiyce award
impressive!
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U MembershipChai r man6és Repor

Member shi p Chai r man ¢ Bleastevplammetthe folowinglnewan@rab2rs to the
Virginia Gun Collectors Association.
1 Woo Suk Suhof Manassas

1 Roy Crarey of Woodbridge
1 Brent Sheltz of Bristowg
1 Francis Torres of Manassas

New Applications for Membership: Since the last Newsletter, there have been fourteen new applicants
for membership.
1 David Simersonof Milford, PA, sponsored b¥,hil Hill
Ashley Lamacof Matamoras, PAponsored b¥hil Hill
Eric Rebelsof Bangor, PAsponsored byhil Hill
Ted Bullard of Warrentorsponsored byrick Nahas
Paul Augsburgerof Lindensponsored bteve Vaughn
Mark Anderson of Gainesvillesponsored byhil Hill
Ken Fisher of Manassasponsored byave Litchfield
Michael Plaugher of Woodbridgesponsored by.arry Babc ock
Henson Doanof Springfieldsponsored biarc Gorelick
Justin Jenkinsof Manassasponsored byhil Hill
Bill Bailey of Purcellvillesponsored b¥rnie Lyels
Patrick Hyland of Winchestessponsored barc Gorelick
Al Crosby of Staffordsponsored byarr y Babcock

=4 =4 4 -4 -5 8 -5 -9 -5 -9 -2 -9

Thanks to the applicants for their interest in the Virginia Gun Collectors Association and to their sponsors
for promoting the Association and keeping the membership growing.

If there are any comments or questions on any applicant, pleageamtiOfficer, Director, or the
Membership ChairGeorge Dungan, Membership Chaircan be reached george@eccominv.coor
571-243-6387.

Notice to New Member Sponsors:VGCA will be discontinuinghard copy versions of the VGCA
Newsletters at a future dat@lease make sure your prospective applicamtkide a legible email
addressandtelephone contact numbaf at all possible. Without an email address new members will
NOT receive any newsletter VGCA announcements.

Membership Numbers: There are currently 427 Life members, and 56 Annual Members, for a total of
483 members in the Virginia Gun Collectors Association, Inc.

Recruiting: Membership in the VGCA is a great way for people withra@rest in the history,

development, and use of firearms to broaden their knowledge and pass what they know on to others. It
also offers the opportunity to network with individuals who have similar interests. To help facilitate new
membershipwe have aecruiting table at every Chantilly gun shawdat our VGCA gun shows. If you
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would like to volunteer to work a shift at one of thesentsplease contact Marc Gorelick at
gorelickmarcl3rarius@htmail.com

George Dung@auBership chair
< 5555555555555555555555555555555555555

U AMMUNITION CAUTION
9X18 MAKAROV vs. 9X18 ULTRA

Marc Gorelick

Whil e perusing George Laymands book, GOdMUNI ST
that is worth repeating. Many of us collect and shoot pistols that chamber the 9x18mm Makarov
cartridge. However, there is another 9x18mm cartridge, the 9mm Ultra that can be mistaken for the 9mm
Makarov. The 9x18 Ultra, also called the 9mm &ugind the 9mm Police, was originally developed in

1936 for the German Luftwaffe but was rejected due to accuracy issues. Walther reintroduced it in 1972
for use in the Walther P&uper, whiclwas adopted by the West German policel9i5,it was

introduced to the civilian market for use in the Sig Sauer P230, Mause8®8cd Benelli B76 but it

was never very popular and is now largely obsolete and hard to find. The 9x18mm Ultra was the basis for
Boris V. Semi noaartriige, WBicthas adhail&r aasedength but wider and shorter

bullet. The Makarov cartridge is used in numerous pistols that were, and still are, used by Russia and
former Communist bloc countries. These include the Makarovs, the Cze8R,@lze Hungarian PA&3,

and Norino commercial copies of the Chinese Type 59.

3,

Photo left-9x18mm Super (Ultra) Photo r'|‘g91<1'8mml Makarov

Although they are both 9x18mm, the cartridges are not safely interchangeable. mhdakarov uses a

|l arger .3620 diameter bull et. The 9mm Ul tra is
diameter bullet. If the Makarov round is fired in a pistol chambered for the 9mm Ultra, bad things can
happen.Moreover,althoughthdJ| t ra cartri dge can fire i n a Maka

bulged case and that is not recommendduk difference is because of the way the Soviets measured
their ammunition. Calibers in the Soviet Union were measured by the landgiitinigenstead of the
grooves.

Supposedly, Fiocchi is the only ammunition manufacturer still making the 9mm Ultra, often under the
name 9mm Police. There have been reports that some dealers have mistakenly offered the 9mm Ultra
(Police) as Makarov amunition, and vice versa. Therefore, shooters should be careful to read the box
(and headstamp) carefully when purchasing ammunition being represented as Fiocchi 9x18mm Makarov
or 9x18mm Ultra (or 9x18 Super or 9x18 Police).

666666666666666666666666666666660606©6°6©6
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CMP UPDATE

By Marc Gorelick, CMP Liaison
Photos by the CMP

The VGCA is a CMP Affiliated club. The VGCA club numbé2&l60

CMP AUCTIONS USMC XM-3 SNIPER RIFLES

The Civilian Marksmanship Prograg@MP) auctions surplus US military arms, parts and accessories on
its auction site. The CMP 06 sstoeeardevergome Who iorggistared i s
in the EStore is automatically registered foethuction program. Mosiften,the guns being auctioned

are M1 Garand rifles, but M911 and 1911A1 pistols are also auctioned. Parts and accessories
auctionedhave included Garand barreled receivers, stocks and USMC Unertl sniper scopes. Every once
in a while the CMPoffers somethingruly special. One such item that was recently auctioned was a US
Marine Corps XM3 Sniper Rifle.

The DEFENSE ADVANCED RESEARCH PROJECT AGENCY (DARPA) X3/Sniper Rifle used by

the United States Marine Corps in IragdaAfghanistan is very rare and are greatly desired by civilian
coll ectors and shooters. Only 52 we r-2005p0DARPAU c e d
coll aborated with Lt. Col. Norm Chandl semds | r on
Marine expeditionary units in Afghanistan that would correct the shortcomings of the M40A3. The
Marines requested a rifle that would be shorter, lighter, be quieter and have a better field of view than the
older M40. Since DARPA already had aogoworking relationship with IBA, DARPA contracted IBA to

build and test lightweight sniper rifles that incorporated the improvements that snipers wanted. The
system was to be lighter and smaller than the existing M40 sniper rifles, while having bmttacgc

better optics, clippn night vision that did not require-zero, a better stock, and it had to be suppressed.

The barrel had to be short enough to allow maneuverability in tight spaces yet long enough to deliver a
100 group at ebarrélWwds toylang dnd heavy, maneuvenability would decrease, yet if the
barrel was too light it would only be able to shoot a few rounds before the groups started to shift due to
barrel temperature.
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IBA tested a number of barrel contours and lesgtanging from 16 to 20 inches. Each rifle with a
different length was assigned an XM designator starting with XM1 through XM3. Everything on the test

rifles was kept the same except the barrel. During the final phatesing,i t was found t ha

barrels had no issues keeping up with their | on
and the contour was a modified #7. The straigh
diameteratthemz z| e was . 850 Vvs. .9800. This helped re

negatively affecting accuracy or effective range. A number of the groups at 1,000 yards were <1 MOA.

(u((m«m-

A total of 52 rifles were produced, all hahdilt by the Marine Cgrs Precision Weapons Shop in
Quantico, Virginia. The Marines started to take delivery of the first36vh 2006 and the XM was

well received by its users in the field, mainly due to its lighter weight and superb accuracy even when
suppressed. Unfortately, a few problems arose with the X3rifles once they saw use. For instance,
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the XM-3 program was never official, and so no structured training or maintenance program was put in
place.

Most XM-3s (48) were eventually sent to the Marine Corps ltmgi8ase in Albany, Georgia. Although
they were destined for destruction, in 2014 all 52-Z8Mwere transferred to the US Army, which in turn
transferred them to the CMP, where they have been auctioned off to civilians. The rifles are extremely
rare andncredibly desirable, with most fetching fiekgit prices.

The rifles are built on Remington 700
actions and are chambered in 7.62x51
NATO and useustommadeMcMillan
Al stocks The Features includ€lip-
slotted receivers that allow the titanium
Picatinny railsto fit firmly, stainless steel
magazine boxes that are hafitted and
welded to prevent movement, barreled
actions that are bedded in titanium
Devcon and Marine Tex for increased
lifespan without loss of torque or consistency, recut chamaedsthe internal threads of the receivers
were opened up to give a perfectly true alignment with the bolt face and bore.

The XM-3, were originally issued with a Hardigg iM3200 storm case,
a Surefire FA762SS suppressor with its own soft case, a Nigatfo
WEAPON RECORD BOOK ‘ NXS 3.515X50 MD day scope zeroed to 1 MOA elevation and %
‘ | MOA windage, a FLIR AN/PV&2 UNS night vision unit, a Harris
| bipod, an Eagle cheekrest, a Turner Saddlery AWS sling and a variety

s S IR R ) of maintenance tools including twewrenches, cleaning rodpke
N |

|

YMm3 5$¢529982 guide, three bore brushes, a torque wrench and a ¥z inch adapter. The
T 7 rifles sold by the CMP usually have the complete kit, except for the
suppressor. However, they do have a record book. Although there
. were no XM3 variants, some of the rifles hawpique traits. For
example, two rifles have takedown stocks and one has a fluted barrel.
\ The CMP sells the XM rifles asis, and many, such as the one
| pictured here with its desert camouflage, show the wear and tear of
\ combat. Asthe CMP states, thegyror may not have defects or other

Issues. But one can say that those signs of use add to their character
and history.

o Bzi6n ve Y

&

For more information about the CMP auctions and to see what is being
auctioned, go to the CMP websﬂehﬁlps /lthecmp.org/cmp_sales/gumsauction/

6666666666666666666666666666666660666
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U VGCA MEMBER SPONSORS FUND RAISER
FOR 4H SHOOTING CLUB

02022
oo 5, Loongy

Longtime VGCA member and former show manager and director Phildfil\(le centgrsponsored a
fundraisef or the 4H ATrigger Timeo Shooting Club dur

Trigger Time shooters have qualified for the 4H National Air Rifle Competition in Grand Island,
Nebraska that will be held in June. They will be segdour shooters (three primary and one alternate)
and need to raise $12,000 to make that happen.

Phil steppedip and sponsored a furadiserfor the young shooteduring our show. K raffled off five
OTIS Technologie<£lite cleaning kits ($10 peicket, 3 tickets for $2J) eachwith an MSRP of $159.95!
In addition, he donated thoceeds of othesleaning kit sales from the weekendll heavily discounted
T to Trigger Time. To assist Phil at his tables were several of the Trigger Time shtwiectude Grace
and Noah R.[L.exi and Aden S., Sam E., and Sam S.

The fundaiser was a big hitaising $2500.00 toward their gbal
There is one more OTIS Elite cleaning kit remaining to be raffled. Phil will bring it to the April

membership meetingnd will sell raffle tickets. Remember, tickets are only $10 ethechdfor $20) and
the money is going to a great cause!

6666666666666666666666666666666666©6°6
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U Colt Navy Model 1895 Revolver Recovered
from the Wreck of USS Maine

Marc Gorelick

NHHC 1960-45-C
Revolver, .38 Cal, M1889/M 1895, Colt Navy, US

USS Maine

INCHES

e FSES
When the United States Navy battlesbifS Mainditted out in1895,it was provided with the latest
design in small ar ms, i ncluding the Colt Model

aboard ship primarily for the use of the US Marinedetace nt and t he shipds ¢ omj
landing party operations. Officers, Petty Officers and personnel such as signalmen, buglers and color
bearers would be armed with revolvers while part of a landing force. The Officer of the Deck and the
Masterat Arms would also carry a sidearm while performing their duties aboard ship.

This .38 caliberdoubla ct i on Colt fANew Navyo M1895 Revol ver
USS Maine In 1898, an explosion caused taineto sink in Havana Harbor, Cuba. The sinking of the
Mainewas the event that started the Spa#igterican War.i Re me mb e r  was the bdtdeicry e 0
that ignited the country. After the wahe ship was raised and salvag@#€10 to 1912) and material

removed from the wreck for souvenirs anédmorials. It likely that this revolver was recovered at that

time. The ship was later towed out to sea and scuttled.

The heavily corroded condition of the gun is attributed to the approximately thirteen ygmnstit
underwater. There is extensive damage and loss of material due to exposure to salt water. The trigger
guard, cylinder center pin and the muzzle, including the front sight, are all missing. The trigger and
hammer spur are thin and weak as are nm@gations of the frame. The hard rubber grips are in relatively
good condition aside from some discoloration. The grips both carry the Colt assembly number of 310
hand engraved on the reverse side. The Colt serial numbers for Navy Model 1895 reatblvetisef

16XXX to 18XXX range. Based on information available from Colt, the serial numbers 16310, 17310
and 18310 were all assigned to Model 1895 revolvers manufactured in 1895.

Source: US Naval History & Heritage
66666666666666666666666666666666666¢6
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GUNS OF DISTINCTION
OSWALD PRI NZ NO. 1 0Bl SMARC

By Marc Gorelick
Photos of the rifle courtesy of Joh. Spri

s e e > : :
Photo of Bismarck i19407 German Federal Archlves Bundesarchlv Bild IBBl 26/CGBY-SA 3.0

In theworld of custom European rifles the guns produced by Oswald Prinz are second to none in terms of
quality, strength, reliability, precision and decorative embellishments. This includes his No. 1
break/falling block action kipplauf rifles which range fr@tain and elegantly simple to the most richly

and ornately decorated. An exampl e of a higher
made in 1976, which commemorates the German Navy in World War 2.

The fABismarcko is a kipplauf, a -rdngeacoyracy,ratitead f o
are required for hunting in mountainous terrain. Chambered in 8x57mm, thissintgenweighs 6.8

pounds, is 42.5 inches long wi2s.6inch longbarrel. It has a gold washed double set trigger and the
beautiful stock, made of the finest select burr walnut, with its striking grain design,lhasg&t hogo s
comb with a Bavarian style cheekpiece. The pistol grip has an engraved cap.
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It is the exquisite engraving and gold inlays that make this unique rifle a true artistic masterpiece. The
delicate and precise engraving on the right side odiien features the famoushdat Captain Ginther

Prien who entered the British Home Fleet ndasde at Scapa Flow to sink the battleship HMS Royal

Oak. The fl at has a7 surgundadvbg algold imay pozdere dnd tRersidesoh 6 s
the chamber has Priends name and AU470 in gold

Thedecoratim on the left side of the action depicts the German battleship
Bismarck at the moment when the ship was hit in the rudder by a torpedo
from a British Swordfish torpedo bomber from HMS Ark Royal. The
rudder damage ensured that the Bismarck could not éeedtand she

was intercepted and sunk by the British fleet, including the battleships
HMS King George V and HMS Rodney. Like the right side, the Bismarck
scene has a gold inlay border and gold inlay highlights. The name

ABi smar cko i s oftheclipmbedin acgold bbrdlee. s i d e

The metal parts, including the trigger guard are all embellished with deep

but delicate foliate engraving and gold wash or gold inlay borders and
highlights. The bottom of the action has the engraved {mowmage of

the Bismarck and the top of the higllgcorated lever that opens the

action has a British warship seenthroughb0at 6 s peri scope
design of the pistol gripds cap 1is
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deeply blued stepped barrel is decorated with gold inlay rings at the stepsizzid.m

Al |l I n all the Oswald Prinz ABismarcko i s an ex
and skill. It was recently offered for sale by Joh. Springer of Vienna, Austria (price on request).

66666666666666666666666666666666606©6°6

U DOES ANYONE RECOGNIZE THIS SYMBOL?

A member of the Alaska Gun Collectors Associai®hoping
that one of our members may be able to help him to identify
stock disc recently contacted mk is mountedon the foregrip
of a New Mbdel Evans repeating rifle, circa 1878. The botto
two letters may be a WV, or perhaps a stylized Mia/ou
knowi or have an educated guésas to the meaning of this
symbol, please pass it to along to Robpatbecker@verizon.netj
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U Show-n-Tell U

NOTE i NOTE: Anyone bringing in items for Shown-Tell, please hold them up so the members
can see it. This will also help your Volunteer Photographer get a decent photograph of the specig|
item you brought to show, and people who could not attend the meetingrcaee itclearly in the
newsletter. Thank you

VGCA Show-Tell Fact Sheet

Manufacturer:

Model: Action Type:
Caliber:

Years of Production: Total Produced:

Year this example was manufactured (if known):

Significance:

Question(s) for members:

Name (optional):

Where acquired (optiongt When acquired (optional):

55555555555555555555555555555555555655
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Member 1(above shared a
superbl. StevenArms and
Tool CompanyModel 52 single
shotrifle. The Modé&52 was
one of the finest of the Steveng
drop blocktarget rifles,
typically equipped with .
beautifulwalnut, double set triggers, and all fieatures of the beSchutzemifles. Unfortunately, the
Stevens records wedestroyed in a firghortlyafter World War land before the company was acquired
by Savageso here is very little official written material about mdsland featuresAll Stevens rifles

had a reputation for accuracy, especially when fitted with a Pope b&hislparticulaly example fote
thestill vivid color casehardening above righ) chambered in .281 caliber, features many extras, and
was made in 1901The.25-21 caliber was developed in 188i@dbased on the earlier 2Z5. Per Frank
Barnes inCartridges of the Worldthe .2521 offered "practically the same performance and was a little
cleaner shooting 0 Though a2t would lze replacedtbim enore werfuland more
popular).25-20 and .320 Winchester rounds.
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To complement the Model 52, Member 1 also shared an excellent Stevens Meuhgfld4hotifle
chambered in .225. The Model 44 was produced from about 1894 to 1932. As meutiabove,
factory records were lost in a fire around 1918, but it possible to date some early Model 445100394
based on individual features.hi§ example, with a halfctagonal anéhalf-roundbarrel, features British

black powder proofs and was madel896 or 1897. The proofs make sense as Member 1 acquired this
rifle from Australia.
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Member 2shared a cute little

Remington Model 4 Rolling Block.

The Model 4 was made in rimfire

calibers (.22 Long Rifle, .25 Stevens,

.32 Rimfire) and was the last rolling

block model produced by

Remington. Introduced in 1890, the
Model 4 was made until 1933 and had a total production of approximately 356,00(afftiglar rifle
has beemefinished andebarreled not surprising as early rimfire ammunition was black powder and
bores could be heavily corrodechibt cleanedquickly andwell after shooting The current barrel
apparently came f rHawmholWeseihdg o mer y i Ward (0o mar ked
the gunsnowc hambered in .22 Short. The bargseeitseti s al
abovg with the assumption being that D. I. Phillips was the gunsmith. Google searches hava dra
blank so if anyone has any information on these markings, please contactrReteaker@verizon.net
Member 2 saw this rifle at a Dale City VFW Gun Show in 2003, passed on it, and had immediate regrets.
When he saw the same gun at a VGCA Gun Show ineemalater that year, hguickly boughtit!
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{ | ;74.7 s Gui :la V

!,‘ Remlngtf)}l Rolllpg B - viGTON  ROLLING  BLOCK
‘| Block Military Rifles ;

.| of the World

SIEVELLE!

Al 'Ja!éJads | peluoH

Member 2 also brought in two books on the Remington Rolling Block riflbgy Wee:
Geor ge LTahyemaAnlds New Col | ect ooliny BloclcMilitady&iflds of th& e mi n g t
World (above leff and

Ko nr a dRemingtdd RdilingeBloek Firearmgab®ve righy. Both a
good general books on their respective topics, with the Layman book still availableonegeveral

sources on linésoft coverselling forabout $20.00 and hard cover for approxima$d$.00). The soft
cover Schreier book is out of print but available on the used book nfedsttapproximatel$25.00)
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Member 3shared hisecently acquiredGerman
Drilling (above. A Drilling is a threebarreled
hunting guntypically consistingf two side
by-side shotgun barrels over a single rifle
barrel They were popular in Germany and
central Europe and ensured maximum
flexibility for whatever game would present
itself to the hunter. Manufactured in Suhl, :
Germany in approximately 196810, Member 3 picked up this example at the January Chantllly Gun
Show thinking it was chambered in 16 gauge x 16 gauge x 7x57 Mauser Rimmed. h&/khetgun

bores were accurately described, the rifle barrel was not and is thought to béocB3g75 Rimmed (a
chamber cast is going to be required to know for sure). Details of the markings and receiver engravings
are shown abovesée insets phoths
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Member 4brought in an AgentineFN49 (abovg. The Argentine Navy contracted wiEabrique
Nationaleof Belgiumin July 1953 for 5,536emtautomatic FN49¢these werén addition to one
prototype ordered it948 for 5,537rifles). These rifles were originally chambered in 7.65RB8entine
caliberand, in common with FN49s made for other nations, used a fixeoutdl magazine. Argentina
laterconverted most of these rifles to fire 7.62 NATO and adopten tio use a 20 round detachable box
magazinethus allowing them to use the same ammunition as their recently acquired Mabsber 4
purchased this rifle just before the COVID pandemic hit in 2020 and has been waiting two years to
bring it in for Shown-Tell! He also brought in the associated detachable grenade laumsedr (
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