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Presi dent s Comnm
To myFellow VGCA members:

o Our next big event is oway electiors, when we

4 will select our next three Directors. We have four
outstanding candidates this year and have includg
their bios in this newsletter. Yahouldreceive your
balloti via Constant Contact if you have given us
email addressandari isnai | mai I O

and help select our next Board of Directors.

We had a superBresentatiomt our April Membership Meeting when former VGCA
President Bernie Breighner talked to
before the M16. This meeting marked a couple of milestones for us: first, with 76
participants, it wasur most attendedhembership meetingince the pandemic; and
second, it was our first remote presentation broadcast into the NRA facilities (Bernig
in Florida). | want to thank Andrew Woodard and Matthew G. for making this happe
Berni eds pr es enyandtherdramemdaus sefealidn lofhndeall itelns

Our May meeting will be Thursday thet@%n the NRAHeadquarter€onference Room
where ve will h e a r GunsoétheffFeniangpresented by Ken Smi@hristmas | hope
to se you there!

Ed COSteuQ:A President
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by the end of the month. Please take the time to yote

I S

was
n!

en

f


mailto:edwardcostello@comcast.net
mailto:jet53sw@aol.com
mailto:george@eccominv.com
http://www.vgca.net/

U April Presentation:
The Eugene M. Stoner Designs &

Guns Before the M16

Memberand former VGCA President Bernie Brieghgea ve a presentation desci
firearms designs prior to the famous AR15/M16. Developed last November at the Institute of Military

Technology in honor of the 1A nni ver sary of St on e , thi
presentation was a comprehensive agidited as is possible today, though ﬁ

several of these designs/prototypes have yet to discovered (if they still
at all).

Bernie began with some background information on Eugene Siagte).
Born on November 22, 1922, Stoner served in the U&ind Corps as an
aviation ordnanceman in the
Pacific and northern China
during World War II. During
this time, he designed several
guns though none survive. -Mand M2 were started in
1943 and based on the M1 Carbine. Influenced in part by
4 the M1941 dhnson Light Machineguraf let), the M3
» was designed in 1944 and chambered in .30/06. It featured
a rotary bolt. The Ml was another design chambered in

.30/06, this one primer activated.

After the war, Stoner went to woflr Whittaker,anaircraftequipment companyyhere he gained
experience working with high grade al umi num. H
approximately 1951952 he completed M in his garage. Chambered in .30/06, it featured a trigger

design simiar to the M1 Garand, used a long stroke piston system with a rotary bolt, and had an
aluminum receiver.The M-6 was similar to the My, but mounted a scope and was fed via alowtn

M1918 BAR magazine. Not much is known about th& Mxcept that it wais .30/06 and was
apparentlynever photographed.

The next experimental rifle, the8, was the first to incorporate the direct impingement gas system.
Developed in 1953, had an inline recoil system similar to the M1941 Johnson LMG and the German
paratooper seleetire FG-42. This was the first fully automatic Stoner design and it is fully transferable
as it was registered before 1968.

Stoner left Whittakr in October 1954 to join ArmalLite as Chief Engineer. Aritgalvas a division of

the FairchildEngine and Airplane Corporatiom t i s at Ar malLite that St one
the AARO prefix (AARO stands for ArmalLite, not
Armalite had already designed the ARAR-2, and AR3 p r i o r sarrival. Sheserwere light

weight bolt actions that made extensive use of aluminum and fiberglass to captialize on the characteristics
of materials typically used in aircraft construction.



Stoner s designs at -Af(never bul) are the ARA rThecARS wasalight t he A
weight, boltaction, takedown carbine chabered in .22 Hornet and desigresian aircrewsurvival
weapon It was adopted bihe U.S.Air Forceas the MAL in 1956, though not built in any numbers

The AR-6 was ®ver built, which
brings us to the AR (right). This
small and ultra lightso light at 2.5
pounds that it could actually float whe
taken apart and stored in its plastic bu
stock) senrautomaticifle was
chambered in .22 Long Rifle amdsointendedas a survivdbackpaclkgun. The design was completéu
1959and Armalite started to manufactuhe handy little rifle as the AR A E x p Armaliersaid
the design to Charter Arms in 19@8d it wagproduced bylifferentcompanies through the yeardenry
Repeating Arms started manufacturing the-AR 1997and they still produce it today

The AR-8 was a design only awdas never built. The AR was aluminum shotgun prototype for which
no details exist.

St o n e ragcompiisexethe AR10 (an early
versionheld by Mr. Stoner, at lgftis another familiar
design that carecognized as a fomeinnerof the AR
15/M-16. It was the first firearms design to use 7075
series aluminum, which continues to be used in firearms to
this day. It utilizel the inline recoil system and adapted
the front sight base of the M1941 Johnson. Chambered in
the T65 cartridge (predecesor of the 7.62x51 NATO
round),the barrel consisted of a steel liner inside an
aluminum body. Everything was designed to make the
gun as light as possible. The AR was followed by the
AR-10A, which continued to utilize a ofmece

bolt/buffer system. With the AROB the buffer system
became a separate assembly contained within the butt
stock, like the ARL5 today. The second praype of the
AR-10B was tested by the U.S. Army and the barrel burst
at 5,564 rounds. Development continued, though the
Army had lost interest. Armalite made aAR-10s in all
before selling &-yearmanudacturing licensdo the Dutch
firm Artillerie Inrichtingen(Al). Al discovaed several
manufacturingand productlon issues with the prototype ArmalLite-2# which had to be resolved
before production could begin. As a result, by the time production of thEQARas ready to begin, it
faced competitiofirom the FN/FAL and the German-&

Al produced three major variamé the AR1017 Sudanese model, the Transitional model, and the
Portuguese model . Though several countries bou
Sudan (bought approximately 2,500 ARs in 1958), Cuba (Batista ordered 100 Transitional rifles in
1958,but it was Castro who took delivery and paid for them in 1959), and Portugal (purdhaged

5,000 in 1960). The latter rifles were used by
in counterinsurgency operations in Angola and Mozaquia.
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Stoner continued to develop new rifles, with the next being thda ARChambered in .222 Remington,
the only example was destroyed in testing while trying to increase the velocity of the .222 round.

The AR12 was an experimental ARD with a stampe steel receiver instead of a machined aluminum
oneandinitially featured a direct gas impingemébt) system but this was changed to a shsittoke gas

piston system after ArmalLite sold the production rights to the DI to Colt Firedvioie in line wih the
business of ArmalLit e de  ARl3was anulti-awehmpaehme gur-far aincrafth i | d
that used a hyparelocity round based on a neckéown .50 BMG case. The AR4 wasintended as
semtautomatic civilian hunting version of tdR-10.

In 1958, Stoner oversaw the making of XARO1, the experimental prototype that was the firstl&R

It was a scaled down ARO chambered in .222 Special, a higher velocity variant of the .222 Remington
cartridge. This round would later be admpin 1963 as the 5.56 NATO and produced commercially as
the .223 Remington. Several
prototypes/development examples were made. :
Serial number 000001, made in 1958, utilized a 2J&¥
round detachable box magazine. Serial number [
000004, also made in 1958, wasde for Colt and
had a new front sight base amdved the charging
handle from under the carry handle to the rear of
upper receiver. Colt completed their first examplg
on December 24, 1959. Designated the Model 0]
was marked Armalite AR15 andéuied serial
number 000100 (photo at right). The serial numb|
was selected was becau
many AR15s Armalite had made, but knew it wa
less than 100. These early ARs used a 2fbund _ ’ 1
aluminummagazine (cal |l ede d : S—
crisscrossingeinforcement ribs stamped into the magazme body)

Stoner would continue to develop firearm designs for ArmalLite, to include thEGAR forerunner to the
AR-18 chambered in 7.62x51 NATanhd made in approximately 1960his wadollowed by the

iGol den Gun, 0 -gaugdshotghntavaielele imyeithter black or gold anodized firftgtnally,
in 1961, there was the ARS8, a scaled down version of the A chambered for the 5.56x45 NATO
cartridge. Intended to be a less empive alternative to the AR5/M16, the AR18 used a stamped steel
receiver instead of a machined aluminum receiver in the case of ti®&/MR6. Though manufacturing
rights were sold to companies in Japan and the United Kingdom, tH&8ARs never adogd by any
military (though features of the ARS8 can be found in many later designs. A santbmatic civilian
version was designated the ABO and was made in small numbers. Eugene Stoner left ArmaLite in
1961 and shortly thereafter, Fairchild sold tompany.

Bernie concluded bgoting that Stoner was a great innovator. His designs pioneered and advanced the
use of aircrafigrade aluminum and other light weight material in firearms designs that are still in use
today. The M16 and the M4 carbine wid become the longeserving rifle designs in U.S. Army

history. Eugene Stoner will be remembered as one of the greatest firearms designers‘ofeneupg

Thankyou Bernie for an exceptionptesentation!
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U Next Membership Meeting: May 25"

ANRA Annual Meetingoandy Marc
AGuns of the Fenianso Kgn Smith-Christmas

Location: NRA HQ Conference Room

Our MayVGCA Membership Meeting will ben the ConferenceRoomat the NRA Headquarterd.he
room will open at .m. andfollowing some pizza and refreshmerttse meetirg will start at 7p.m.
Hope to se you then!

66666666666666666666666666666666066©6°6

- Did you know?

The Elite Shooting Sports (ESS) indoor rang&lanassas, Virginiavas recently sold to Prince William

County to replace their outdated training range. ESSwilbe used exclusively for law enforcement

training and was closed to the public on April 24, 2023.
5555555555555555555555555555555555555

U April Meeting Notes

The April 27" VGCA meetingwas called to orddsy VGCA PresidenEd Costello Member
Jim Burgess led those assembled through the Pledge of Allegiance. There were 65 memlgzrs
and guests present, as well as 11 others participatHige via webinar.

Vice President and Membership Chairman George Dungan announced that the VGCAZH
currently has 421 Life Members and 100 Annual Members, for a total of 521

Secretary Rob Becker gave a quick update on the results of our March Gun Show. We had approximately
1000 attendees over the weekend, making this our largest spring gun show in several years and reversing
on ongoing downward trend in attendance. By all accounts it was a success, but we need to keep this
momentum going. Please bring friends, family, nbeagis, etc., to our fall gun sho@-5 Nov 2023).

Director Marc Gorelick gave a quick update on the National Rifle AssocigtiBA) Annual Meeting at
Indianapolis, IN over Apr 146, 2023. In addition to the hundreds of venders displaying their firearm
and associatedares, there were 17 organizations with educational firearm displays. The competition
was fierce, but Marc did manage to garner a silver medallion for one of his Jenks cadaneii

provide more details about award and the firearmehated it at a future VGCA membership meeting.
He also presented a gold staPt@sidenEd Costello to go on the VGCplaquei denoting that we had
supported th&RA annual meetings with a display

It was announced thakegtions for the three Board Blirector positions will be held this MayMarc

Gorelick, one of oucurrent Directors is not running for-edection. In addition to the other two current
Directors who are running for+edection (lan Wulf and Matthew G.), Andrew Woodard and Clayton
Vieghave also decided to run. Electronic ballots will be sent via Constant Contact to those members with
email access and hard copy ballots will be mailetthdése members without emaif the end of May.

Remembei vote for no more than three candidat&ginners will be announced at the June Membership
Meeting and take office on July'12023.

6666666666666666666666666666666666©66
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Trigger Time 4-H Shooting Sports Club
Provided an Update to VGCA Members

By Rob Becker, VGCA Secretary

7 . —~ Bl ==

The VGCA and thdrigger Time 4H Shooting Sports Club have a long history togethee have
supported Trigger Time withrarifles andotherequipmentonationghrough the yearand they have
helped us by selling ticketat our gun shows artdaing down table&leanng up afterward. Last
summer, with some financial support from both the VG@W several of its individuahembers (take a
bow, Phil Hill'), the Trigger Time 4-ers were able to participate in thé4#4Shooting Sportdational
Championshipg Grand IslandNebraska Not only did the Trigger Time shooters do wektually,
very well!), thatexposure kindled an interest in returning, and doing much mioelard that end,
Trigger Time nembers and coaches gave an update of their recent and

planned activitiesluring the April VGCA Membership Meetin@bove.

In additional to 4H matches, Trigger Time took part in the American
LegionNorth Region 202postal andstate Qualification Matads
finishing 19" in the nation and qualifying to go the National
Championship at Camp Perry, Ohio in JuAenong their othematches
this winter/spring, they participated in the Civilin Marksmanship
Program Junior Olympics Three Position Air Rifle (3PAR) State
Championslp, where one of their members qualified for the Junior
Olympics!

One of the Trigger Time premier shooters shared a Crossman Challdi
2021 Air Rifle @t right). This 3PAR competition pellet rifle 8 PCP
(PreCharged Pneumatic)77 caliber, has @®vo-stage trigger, a
pressurized resevoir good for approximately 200 shgted, and
Diopter sightg no scopes for these young eyes!

Please join me in wishing these shooters albéa in their futureompetitiors!
5555555555555555555555555555555555555
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U MembershipChai r man6és Repor

Membership Report May 20237 Please welcome tifellowing new member to the VGCA
Pierre Karam of Ashburn sponsored ytanley PrygaandCarlos Davila
Ed Strazzini of Deltaville sponsored bBruce Buchner

Michael Valentine of Fairfax Station sponsored I8harlie Tamez

Paul Aucoin of Reva sponsored Hgn Wulf

Cody Johnsonof Chesapeake sponsoredJpnathan Twiford

Robert Candido of Alexandria sponsored bgeorge Dungan

Efrain Perez of Woodbridge sponsored IBruce Buchner

David Wolff of Oakton sponsored bylarc Gorelick

Rick Ramseyof Haymarket sponsored i§eith Simmons

Daniel Bescherof Onancock sponsored l§eith Simmons

Glen Ruh of Alexandria sponsored Wgeith Simmons

Jock McKay of Alexandria sponsored geith Simmons

Gary Viands of Rileyville sponsored b eith Simmons

Frank Gutierrez of Sterling sponsored bigeith Simmons

Peter Kalis of Falls Church sponsored §eith Simmons

S R N T R R B R |

New Applications for Membership: We havefour new applications for membership.
1 Michael Jacobsof Centreville sponsored hjoseph Wagner
1 Phil Spadanoof Alexandria sponsored Hyouie DiGiatano
1 Thaun Trang of Bristow sponsored blyouie DiGiatano
1 Rudy Denkeof King George sponsored I6yraig Peters

Thanks to the applicants for their interesthia Virginia Gun Collectors Association and to their sponsors
for promoting the Association and keeping the membership growing.

If there are any comments or questions on any applicant, please ngt®ffaner, Director,or the
Membership Chair GeorgeDungan, Membership Chair can be reacheak george@eccominv.coor
571-243-6387.

Notice to New Member Sponsors:VGCA will be discontinuinghard copy versions of the VGCA
Newslettersat a future datePlease mad sure your prospective applicamt€lude alegible emalil
addressandtelephonecontactnumberif at all possible. Without an email address new members will
NOT receivethe newsletter or VGCA announcements.

Membership Numbers: There are currently 422 Life members and 114 Annual Members for a total of
536 members in the Virginia Gun Collectors Association, Inc.

Recruiting: Membership in the VGCA is a great way for people with an interest in the history,
development, and use of firearms to broaden their knowledge and pass what they know on to others. It
also offers the opportunity to network with individuals who have sinmlarests. To help facilitate new
membership we have a membership table at every Chantilly gun show and also at our VGCA gun shows.
If you would like to volunteer to work a shift at one of these events please contact George Dungan at
george@eccominv.conThank you to alivho helped staff the VGCA tabé the last Chantilly show!

Membership Renewals: If you are unsure about your membership status egeailge @eccomincom
George Dungaa President and Membership Chair
666666666666666666666666666666666606F©6
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WE WANT YOU

TO VOTE!

Electionsfor our three VGCA Director positions will be hedthrtingin May 2023.
Ballots will be distributed via Constant Contact (for those members with email) and USPS
(for members without email). Please follow the instructions and vote before the deadline.

Meet Your Candidates for VGCA Directors

Matthew G.

My name is Matthew G. and I've @@ a VGCA member for about
8 years. | was invited to join VGCA by a fellow club member,

after setting up next to him at gun shows for years. | have enjoy
my time in the club and have been a life member since 2019.

My background in guns includes over 10 years working at localf
gunshows for a variety of dealers and over 8 years in the aucti
business. | currently work for 2 local gun shops, which helps m
add to my collection. Besides collecting, | like to refinish and
repair guns. | also handload for 5 calibers.

My collecting focus is primarily on post968 domestically
produced Ring of Fire handguns as well as many different 22 rij&4¢
including the Marlin Model 60 and derivatives of that common
Marlin design. | presented on the topic of Ring of Fire "Saturda}
Night Specials" ah monthly meeting as well as set up an
informational display at one of our VGCA gun shows.

| have been the presentation coordinator for VGCA for this past term, during which time I've scheduled
presenters to come and talk to the club during our monikiypbership meetings. | have helped some
presenters on the technology side of things with photographlp@mdrPoinpresentations. | like helping
the club as well as attending monthly board meetings. | look forward to having the opportunity to help the
club coordinate presentations in the future if | am reelected.

8



Clayton Vieg

| became aware of VGCA when visiting the VGCA booth at t
Dulles Gun Shovand joined ir2019 As a longtime gun
coll ector, I believe in and
bea part of such an organization.

| belong to severalther gurrelated organizations: NRA (since
1976; Life Member since 2000; Benefactor member since 20§
Virginia Citizens Defense League (VCDL); Virginia Shooting
Sports Organization (VSSA); Gun Own@fsAmerica (GOA);
Garand Collectors Association (GCAndGlock Sport
Shooting Foundation (GSSF).am also a strong supporter of
the Civilian Marksmanship Program (CMP) and was formerlyj&
member of the Texas State Rifle Association (TSRA). '

My collecting interests includ@0th Century American, Germa
and Russian (incl. USSR) military small arms, with a focus o
WWII-era small arms.

What | hope to accomplishelectedas a Director for VGCA: e )

-l would |Iike to see VGCAoreforern;apprbtarrypractlcalarglr ow and
reasonable efforts in support of that goal.

-  would also like to see VGCA develop closer relationships with other gun collecting organizations in
the United States and internationally, with an eye on supporting ansospanjoint projects, etc.

- As an educational organization, | would like to develop means of educating other colledttivs an
public about gun collecting in general and, in particular, aspects of history where firearms played
important roles (e.gtechnological developments spurred on by the Civil War; WWI; WYtd).

- Finally, I strongly believe that VGCA should work together with other organizations, both Federal and
in Virginia, to support the right to keep and bear arms as guaranteeddornbkgtutions of the United
States and of the Commonwealth of Virginia.

| do not believe that VGCA should attempt to duplicate the functions of other organizations with a
primary focus on igaftaralloww area GUN COLLECHING ongaagidn @and that
should stay our primary focus. However, we unfortunately do not live in a vacuum and thus cannot afford
to act as if there are no threats to the practice of our beloved hobby and passion.

The antigun majority elected to the Virginia Geral Assembly in 2019 (along with an agtin Governor

at the time) came close to enacting bans targeting certain firearms that our members lawfully collect and
mai ntain; they also enacted certain | eagnsandtat i on
transport them in and through certain areas. Only determined efyagtsntownersn the 2021 statewide
elections prevented further damage to the legitimate interests of Virginiaagnan Advocates® figu n
cont r ol 0gudalectosads being any different from any other people who (lawfully) own and

use firearms and will not hesitate to take actions that infringe on our rights as citizens of the United States
and residents of the Commonwealth, in spite of Constitutional guaraotdesdmtrary. \\e must stand

with other pregun advocacy organizations such as NRA, GOA, VCDL, VSSA, etc. to defend our rights.



Andrew Woodard

| was born in Virginia and have lived in Manassas for over
decade now.

| bought my first gun in 2009, a Savageringfield Model
120 single shot .22 calSince then I've gotten myudio &
Relic FederalFirearmsLicenseand expanded my collection
quite a bit. I went to my first VGCAun showNov. 2017 and
quickly recognizedhat this was something different from thg
usual. | joined the club in 2018 and since attending my firs
meeting was hooked. This is a community with a wealth of
knowledge and some really unique items.

Every month is a guessing game wondering what will be
brought in for show and tell, along with the excellent
presentation topics and related display items.

My personal collecting focus is mostly on military rifles and handguns, along with a smattering of
commercial items and modern sporting guns too féWprite is my US M1917 rifle in 306 which |

actually purchased from another club member. | handload for nearly all the calibers | use. | also hunt deer
and have used my handloads on nearly all that | have harvested.

| joined the VGCA Board as Show SptDirector in 2019. In that current role | have attended nearly
every Board meeting since my appointment, so | am quite familiar with the group and the meeting
procedures. Beyond my listed duties | help bring virtual meeting capability to our monthly rshipbe
meetings, have reviewed the list of life members to identify the deceased, participatguim shew
Committee, and placenearly all the road signs for each show since | joined the Board.

| think that the key to having a successful organizasami ample supply of volunteers who can assist

with their time, talents, and treasure. The club currently has a very dedicated but small, for our number of
members, group of folks who keep things running. If elected as a Director one of my main gdadgovill
increase the number of new volunteers. Beyond this | will work to ensure the club's stability and growth
over my term.
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lan Wulf

My name is lan Wulf ands a Director, | hae been the social
media coordinator for the past two terms. My first impressiof
with firearms were in Boy Scouts, the TV show "Tales of Th
Gun" and the Army Ordnance Museum back when they we
at Aberdeen, MD. | am a collector of older-SRolts, moder
military firearms, and Lee Enfield rifles. | found the club
through Shannon Ziegler about 10 years ago, at which time
was one of the youngest members. During my time in the ¢
I've enriched my collection as well as my knowledge on a
variety of topis at our monthly meetings and learning from
fellow VGCA members.

My goal is to have an Instagram account for the club up an
running. We've had one in the past, but it is no longer in usq.
would be great to have members assist with social media li
Facebook and Reddit. I truly believe that social media is vit
to the club to attract the next generation of collectors.

I'm running for another term &irector (andhe club's social media coordingtand I'd appreciate your

vote!
5555555555555 555555555555555555555555

VGCA Tours National Museum of the
United States Army

By Bruce Buchneaind Rob Becker
Photos by Bruce Buchner and Jack looney

On March 11th, 2023 VGCA members
visited the new National Museum of the
U.S. Army at Fort Belvoir, VA. About
twenty membersspme seen at righ
participated in the tour of the museum,
which is locatedat 1775 Liberty Drivgust
off the Fairfax County Parkway. Several g
the museumbds docent
VGCA members and their guests through
the facility, whidh j ust opene¢
Day in 2020.
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Some of the more interesting firearms on display include the Giradoni air rifle that was carried on the
Lewis and Clark Expedition, Civil War Henry and Spencer rifles, and an early gas trap M1 (Génavel
and insel. Other major exhibits on
display include an LCVP landing craft
or Higgins boat that is one of only six
Normandy invasion lading craft know
t o st il CobraKings,t &
M4A3E2 Sherman tankhat washe :
first tank of Gengs
Army to reach the 1G1Airborne when [§
they were besieged in Bastogne duri
the battle of the bulgeThere was an
FT-17 tank that shows scars from
German machine guns during her
service in the WWI Meus@rgonne
campaign and a tgounder
fiNapoleo cannorthat fought at
Gettysburg.

The fANapol eono was smobthbardmuzzigdoadingdrtilegylpiece of Frenbhi | e
design &boveright) adopted by the U.S. Army in 1857. Over 1100 were manufactured for the U.S. Army
(most between 1861 and 186ghile another 500 were manufactured for Confederate forces.

12



All'in all, it wasa good time for all concernedandd you di dnét get to Ise
highly recommended

The museum is open 9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m., every dagpeecember 25 Entrance is free, but it is
recommended that you reserve a tiresdry ticket in advance. Walkp tickets are available. Group
tickets for 10 or more people are also available.

The MuseumoToenmwusehosgi t e 1 S

A special thankgyoes out to Mr. Jack Looney for hisrgat photographghat follow!

e

COLONIAL
WARFARE

t |
)

A display of Colonial/Revolutionary Wagra firearms andccoutrement&bove in the Colonial Warfare
(1607-1835) exhibit.

MODEL 1894 COLT REVOLVER, MODEL 1909 COLT REVOLVER, .45-CALIBER MODEL 1911 AUTOMATIC ' 5TOL,
-38-CALIBER The Colt New Service handgun fired a A5-CALIBER

Colt’s Manufacturing Company designed larger round than the Model 1894 .38-caliber, The Army adopted this ser

and produced the Army’s first revolver to fire which provided more effective stopping power with a seven-round maga

cartridges with smokeless powder. against the Moro warriors during the sidearm in 1911. It r
Philippine Insurrection.

for most of the twentieth: tury

A display of U.S. Army sidearm@&bove from around the turn of the last century
to include the John Brownindesigned classic Model 191fa( right).

13
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The Global War (191:4945)
Gall ery fAportra
role in the Allied victory during
Wor | d \Woepicted heredt
right) is a 40nm Bofors anti
aircraft cannon Note the formation
of model B17 bombers flying
overhead. During WWII, American
airmen were part of the U.S. Army
Air Forces. The U.S. Air Force did

until 1947.

14

A diorama of
Nation Overseas Gallery (189®18)

Doughboy was a popular nickname for
American infantrymen during World War | of
unknown origin, but whose use can be traced
back to MexicamPAmerican War of 1846848

and which remained in use until the early
1940s. Note the French Chauchat machinegun
being employed by the soldier in front.

Uleftpin thefi Do u g h



Two American G.I. classicdgft) 1 an M2
.50 caliber machinegun (another John
Moses design) mounted onTan 4x4
Willys Jeep. The Jeep was developed
right beforethe U.S. enteredvWII and
almost 650,000 were produced during the
war. Replacing horses and mules in U.S.
service Army Chief of Staff General
George C. Marshall is quoted as sayting
jeepwas"America’s greatest contribution
to modern warfare."

2073
=0k A’réquy

If one .50 calibeheavy MGis good,
then four must be better, right? The
M45 Quad mounfright) utilized four
M2 HB (heavybarrel) machineguns ang
was the primary mobile anrsircraft
system of the U.S. Army in Europe
during WWII. Though designed and
intended for use against aircratft, the
M45 was frequently used against grour
targets as well, where it earned the
nicknamesofi Me at Choppe
AKraut mower 0.

Q2023
Jock R, [(’{"/l[(’:/

The M3 with M2 sniper scopéleft) was an
early attempt at creating a night vision
capability. Deplogd rightthe end of
WWII (replacing the first T3 variantsit
consisted on an M2 selefite carbine with
an infrared spotlight (on top), television
type cathode ray scopeo fisee @ t he
andassociatetbattery paclcarried in a
backpack Ungainly and heavy, thad a
range of approximately 10020 yards.
The M3 with the MZniper scopsaw
service during the Korean War and into

02023 .
Jaek R, Loongy Vietnam.
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What Cold War (1942991) exhibit would be complete without a display of the Davy Croekedpons
system?Designed to launch an M388 nuclear projectile with an explosive yield of ab@oh2dNT,
the 20mm M28 ébove only had a range of 1 % miles! The same warhead fired from the 155mm M29
had a range of 2 %2 mile®eveloped as part of thigattle Group Atomic Delivery System (BGADS)
program the M388 was one of the smallest nuclear warheads evepgedel Davy Crockett, named for

the American frontiersman killed at the Battle of the Alamo, was fielded in 1961 and was in service until
the last warhead was deaeiied in 1971.

= /@?z;);/s) ’ ; Named for General Omar
ok K, Loongy .

Bradley, the Bradley Fighting
Vehicle (eft) mountsa 25mm

M242 Bushmaster chain gun,

two BGM-71 TOW(Tube
launchedQptically tracked,
Wire-guided)antitank

missiles, and an M24€oaxial
machinegun Upside
down VO on the si
hull was an Allied

identification symbol used

during Operation Dest

Stormin 1991, much like the

RZo6 seen currentl
Russian vehicles fighting in
Ukraine.

5555555555555555555555555555555555555
We are looking for speakers/presenters at our membership meetings in 2023

and currently have two open dates (Jand September). If you have any
suggestion$ or would like to make a presentation yourgefflease contact
one of the VGCA officers or directors.

66666666666666666666666666666666666©6°§6
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CMP UPDATE

By Marc Gorelick, CMP Liaison
The VGCA is a CMP Affiliated club. The VGCA club numb@2&l60

NATIONAL MATCHES COMING

Held annually since 1907 at Camp Perry, in Port Clinton, Ohio, the
National Matches include the CMP National Trophy Pistol and Rifle
Matches, the Pistol, Rifland Smallbore Small Arms Firing

Schools, the National Games Rifle Matches, the National Smallbore
Matches, the National Air Gun Matches and the National Mid and
Long Range Matches. These matches are conducted by a
partnership of the @ilian MarksmanshigProgram (CMPand Ohio
National Guard.

Since their inception at Sea Girt, NJ in 1903, the National Matches
CAMP PERRY*OHIO J have become a huge, national shooting sports festival with well over
4,500 annual participants. School students and competitors range
frombeginne s t o many of the worl dos best.

This year the National Matches start on July 7 and end on August 5. Below is a schedule of events:

National Smallbore Matches: Julyl®

National Rimfire Sporter Match: July 8

First Shot Opening Ceremony. Monday July 10

National Pistol Matches: July 116

National Air Matches: July 36

National Highpower Championships: July-2@

Rifle School and Clinics: July 223

National Rifle Matches: July 228

National Games Matches: July-31

National MidRange & Long Range Mehes: July 3JAugust 5

=8 =4 =8 =8 =8 -8 -89

It should be noted that the Trigger Timdd4Y outh Shooting organization that the VGCA supports will
be competing in the National Matches.

Of particular interest to collectors of military long guns is National Games Matche&,738dy which is

for marksmen using classic military rifles. The CMP inaugurated the John C. Garand Match in 1998 and,
with it, an exciting new concept in target competition. The Garand Match is a unique competition where
shoot er s 4 iss e ditdrprdlemoverfa@arse of fire that makes target shooting attractive to
the average shooter. The availability of surplus M1 and other older military rifles make target shooting
accessible to thousands of shooters, many of whom do not participatditional target competitions.

The Garand Match allows shooters to reenact military and marksmanship history and features
camaraderie and a relaxed, fiilied, yet challenging experience.
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In response to the growing popularity of the Garand MatchCME established other competitions of

the same type that now include the Springfield Rifle Match,
Vintage Military Rifle Match, Rimfire Sporter Match, M1

Carbine Match, Vintage Sniper Rifle Team Match and Modern
Military Rifle Match. Together, these mates have come to be
known as ACMP Games Matches. 0

The monthlong series also includes a variety of clinics like the
Pistol, Rifle, and Smallbore Small Arms Firing Schools, a
Rimfire Sporter Clinic, CMP/USMC Junior Clinic, National
Matches Junior Camp agll as the CMP Advanced Highpower
Clinic. Outside of competition, the National Matches hosts
Commercial Row, where industry vendgedl a variety of
supplies and other necessities, while the CMP North Store,
located on the grounds of Camp Pepmgvides even more
buying opportunities with a lineup of military surplus rifles,
ammunition, memorabilia and equipment needs.

Shooter using a US Kragprgensorat the2013 Springfield Vintage
Military Rifle Match. Photd The CMP.

Housing for the National Mahes is currently available on the grounds of Camp Péwtgommodations
include fourperson huts, cottages, barracks, RV spaces and campFateSamp Perry housing infyp
to https://cplcc.com/nationatmatches If base housing is full, numerous histare available in the
surrounding Port Clinton, Fremont and Sandusky areas.

The CMP encourages all marksman to participate in the Historic National Matches at Camp Perry. The
National Matches are also open to the public for free. Spectators are wetrolvserve firing on the

Camp Perry ranges at any time, with ample parkingitsn They are required to stop by the CMP

National Match Welcome Center prior to heading out to the ranges and are encouraged to participate in
the many activities and attiéans offered during the National Matches. For additional information,
including instructions and forms for registering, see the CMP websitdtat://thecmp.org/cmp-
national-matches/ For more detailed information contact the CMP Competitions Depattat
competitions@thecmp.omy (419) 6352141, ext. 724 or 714.

CMP photo left Vintage Sniper matches includesIsand M-1Ds as well as bolt action snipers
CMP photo rightt Madelyn Schnellé A young Garand competit@nd silver medal winner

5555555555555555555555555555555555555
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VGCA GUNS OF DISTINCTION:

BOSS & CO. SIDELOCK
OBESTGUNOGO SHOTC

By Marc Gorelick
Photos courtesy of Joh. Springers Erben, Vienna, Austria

Boss&Co i s Londondés ol dest gun mak e-ownedrsidce its inceptionp a n y
in 1812. A member of Londonés fAHoly Trinity,o
the quality of its 0ABes tear$Gofiaxistence Bos3Hasbeangifgolarly i t 6
focused on handrafting the finest and most innovative firearms in the wofidbte: In the shooting

world the term Athe Holy Trinityo is not a reli
BritishgunmakersHolland & Holland, Purdey and Boss & QoBoss makes only one grade of gun

ABest Guns. 0

The founder of the company was Thomas Boss, who was an apprentice and journeyman to Joseph
Manton, one of leading gunmakers of the éraomas etablished a name for himself as a top gunmaker
who worked mostly as an outworker, a position that saw him finishing guns for thé&bewsin

gunmakers of the timeln 1812 he established his own firm of Boss and Co., which soon earned a
reputation as onef ¢the leading gunmakers in London, producing innovative top quality custom firearms.
Eventually, the firm passed into the hands of John Robertson in 1890. Robertson, a master gunmaker in
his own right, was an innovator and, while continuing the traddfaquality, unleashed a number of new
concepts and designs on the market. The Robertson era of Boss & Co. was a time when the company
became known for quality, beauty and innovation that included the Boss-$nigger, the Boss Ejector,

and the Boss Gar and Under. Another Boss & Co trademark that can be attributed to this period is the
Boss signature fAiRose and Scroll 6 engraving. Th
was the creation of master engraver John Sumner, the third ofeioeragions of engravers who all

worked on Boss & Co guns.

Today, the company stilmakésBe st Guns Onl yo by hand, using tr
square fooffacility in Kew, London, Boss & Co produces O/U guns in 12, 16, 20, 28 and 410sgauge
O/U double rifles in 500, 470, 375, 5.650R and 22 Hornet calibers, as well d4g/sidke shotguns, and
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double rifles in 600, 375 and 303. All guns, gauges and styles are created by handitsmdrahthe

custom guns are beautiful artistic mastecpees t hat are made to the custc
desires. As a 1920s leaflet for the company said, as true then as itigitddlye owner of a E
gun has the satisfaction of knowing that he has the best that money can buy, and teata®abetter

gun. o

This fine Boss & Co. side by side 12 gauge shot
owner of the company and bears some of the features that he introducdthe Tihewned rose
Damascudarrels are 30 inches (76cm) long, London nitro proofed, with a concave rib, choke cylinders
and Boss Patent Ejectors. The gunlhesactionsidelocks, intercepting seal@automatic sliding tang
safetywi t h t he wor d A Saduldetiggers Tregrained walnugstotkds,astraightd d
diamondshaped hand, drop poingscheckeredbutt, engraved steel corneeasy engraved gdlstock oval

on the bottom of the buttstock. Tfee-endhas an Asonpushrod mechanism. A Robertsesra

featue i s the fine Boss fARose and Scroll o engravin
second set of 12 gauge steel barrels, 26 inches (66cm) long, with Birmingham proofs that are chocked 1/8
and 3/8.
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Photo above, detail of Boss Ras®l Scroll engraving on bottom of action and triggerguard.

For a gun that has been used for about 130 years it is good
condition and recently sold at a Joh. Springers Erben auction
for over $8,200 (7,500 euros).

Photo left, detail of engraving olnson push rod. Note the
rose pattern on the browned Damascus barrels.

55555555555555555555555555555555556555
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U In Review U
O0)1 2A0EAx6 ETAI OAAO 6'#! 1 AT AAO OAOGEAxO 1T £ cOi
submit a review, please sendtd the newsletter editor at
rpebecker@verizon.net

GUN SHOW REVIEW:
NRA ANNUAL MEETING 2023 IN

INDIANAPOLIS

Text and photos by Marc Gorelick

The NRA Annual Meetings are more than a gun show and the meeting recently held in Indianapolis was
no exception. Spread over three days (AprilL&} the event was held in the Indiana Convention Center

and featured 14 acres (600,000 square feet) of metuéas exhibits (large and small), different gun,

hunting and shooting related businesses, and collector organizations. In addition, there were major
speakers, including celebrity appearances, information sessions, training, auctions, NRA members
meeting, fundraising events, and other seminars. In fact, the major elephant in the room was Republican
politics with many political speakers, including Presidential hopefuls. Some 77,246 people attended the
event which reportedly brought in $380 million © Indianapolis.

Despite the fact that modern guns constituted the vast majority of the firearms being exhibited, the focus
of this review is the Collector section. Official NR&iliated gun collector clubs have been exhibiting

their finest colleable arms at the NRA Annual Meetings since 1954. In 1960, the NRA Gun Collectors
Committee established a perpetual trophy to recognize the best of those displays and a special medallion
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for the best individual arms shown. The collector exhibits give peatpgnding the show an unparalleled
opportunity to view and appreciate some of the finest privately owned arms and accouterments in this
country.

The VGCA was one of 17 NRaAffiliated collector organizations that put on displays this year and the
compdition for prizes was fierce with many world class displays of historically important guns and other
weapons. The exhibitors were among the pinnacle of arms collecting associations in the country; their
displays are museum quality or above, and the itbatsthey display are often truly rare as well as being
beautiful works of art. Various prizes were awarded including:

Gun Collectors Committee Trophy - This perpetual trophy is awarded annually for the display judged
best of show, regardless of whiclsplay category the exhibit was entered in.

Best Educational Group Awardsi There are four award categories for the Best Educational Group
Awards. They are for exhibits that are predominantly comprised of: Antique Arm&gp83; Classic

Arms (1898- 50 years prior to the meeting year); Contemporary Arms (50 years prior to the meeting year

- current production) and a Combined Arms category for those exhibits that have arms represented from
any of the other three categories. Two plaques of equal menitdach of the four categories are annually
presented for outstanding displays that best inform the general public and fellow collectors of the historical,
technical and cultural aspects of firearms and related items.

Best Arms Awards- A maximum of ten sterling silver medallions are

awarded annually for firearms that are judged on their individual quality,
condition, originality, collector importance and historical value. These medals
are numbered and should stay with the firearm, even if its ownelshifyes.

The photo on the left is of the silver medal from the VGCA display.

Certificates of Recognition- A maximum of ten certificates laminated on
wooden plaques are awarded for unique items displayed which do not qualify
for a Ten Best Arms Award.

Best Miniature Arms Awards - A maximum of three medallions are awarded each year for the best
individual miniature arms. (No miniature arms were displayed this year.)

There is also a special award for the best exhibit related publication.

The VGCAdisplay hi s year was about the U.S. Navy Jenks
five variations of the Jenks breechloading percussion firearm invented by William Jenks of South
Carolina. They were used by the U.S. Navy from 1841 to the close oivih&/@r. Some of the

variations displayed were exceedingly rare and included one of only three known examples of a Jenks
muzzleloading sidddammer prototype, and a Merrill alteration of a Jenks carbine (only 240 submitted to
the Navy). Rare accessoriasd accoutrements included a Jenks rifle bayonet (only 12 believed to exist)
and a Jenks tool made by Ames Manufacturing Company.

The VGCA display had a trial run at the VGCA Gun Show in March where it won First Place. At the
NRA Annual Meeting one ahe Jenks carbines won a silver medal for being one of the best arms at the
show. That medal will stay with the gun.

At this time | would like to recognize VGCA member Rick Nahas who was of immense assistance, and
also member Clayton Vieg, who graciouspelled me when | had to be away from the exhibit.
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Besides the VGCA display, there were a number of others that stood out in a field of remarkable exhibits
and individual guns.

The big winner was the Ohio Gun yoblP'Cenityor s Asso
Semiautomatic pistols. Largely the collection of OGCA member Leonardo Antaris, the display presented
every single variant, some experimental, and several highly embellish presentation pieces of every
semiautomatic pistol put into prodian in the 19' century. Two unique presentation pieces were
highlighted- one given to the Ottoman Sultan and the other to Kaiser Wilhelm of Germany. The display
also had a built in television monitor that showed pistols in action and being disassanthéesembled.

The OGCA display won six awards: the top prize silver bowl, three silver medals for individual guns, best
grouping award, and best publication award.

gAY vf&w'ml!l" |

Another notable showing was the combined exhibit of the American Society of Arms Collectors and the
Maryland Arms Collectors AssociatierArming the Scots 166@800. This large historthemed award

winning display had a plethora of claymores, one exing twehanded sword at least dieet long and
numerous beautiful Scottish pistols.
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The Historical Fifearms oIItE);Fg Aéé'iatin, a Teb@ased group, had a cbmpréensive disply of
U.S. Trials Rifles from 1865 to 1885. The many examples incladedtrarare Model 1875 Lee
Vertical Action rifle. Only 143 were made at Springfield Armory for U.S. Army trials.

Kentucky Rifle Associationds exhibit focuse
the battles of Tippecanoe and theeimes, and the weapons in those battles. Many of the arms, uniforms
and accoutrements were documented to people who fought with Harrison, with some belonging to
Harrison, including his sword, hat, spurs and his battle flag with the nio&at r i k eC ofuonrt r Qudrs

G o0 o dTherye was also an original portrait of Harrison by the famous painter Remington Peale.

The theme of the Remington Society of Americads
Remington and Sons. Shown were handguns gwigra by the likes of Beals, Rider, and Smoot. This
display was also at the MACA Baltimore Antique Arms Show in March.

The Ruger Collectors Association had a display of prototype magnum revolvers but that was accidentally
knocked over, reportedly by ameless driver on a rented scooter.

25



The Smith & Wesson Collectors Association display focused on the .44 agnum Model 29 revolver. It
highlighted early production models, rare variations and special custom engraved pieces.

The Texas Gun Collectoisssociation had an award
winning onegun display. This piece was a factory
presentation Model 1873 Army revolver given to Major
General Emory Upton of Civil War fame. The gun was
accompanied and supported by plenty of provenance
documentation and biograjgal information.

Lefti Maj or Gener al Emory Uptoné

" Model 1873 Army revolver.

The Winchester Arms
Coll ectors A

exhibit featured the
Winchester Model 1895.
Designed by John M. X
Browning, Model 1893 has|
beencalledthd Last &
classic | eve
It contained numerous
variations, including
examples of experimental
and prototype rifles.

VGCA member Wally
Ustupski was there for the
Polish Hunting and
Shooting Collectors Club Hubertus with his comprehendisplay of Radom pistols and rifles.
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The Harrington and Richardson Collectors were t
never finished setting it up. By 5PM on Sunday their booth was a disorganized clutter of power tools and
boxes, with only a few pieces on display. This can be a lesson abouftliey of t hé Bri ti s
AProper Planning and Preparation Prevents Piss

There was also an impressive Hadged display of Second World weapons that included twon75
howitzers and a 20mm asdircraft gun, as well as small arms.

It can safely be said that the NRA Annual Meeting and Exhibits is the largest gun show in the United
States. And itis free for NRA members. Whether you are a shooter interested in mwteor a

collector it is well worth attending, and | recommend that you go at least once in your lifetime. For
collectors who are thinking about displaying at a show, the collectors section offers numerous examples
of award winning displays ranging froonebooth,onegun di spl ay s, such as t hi
di splay of Emery Uptonds pistol, to displays th
accessories, accoutrements and related items (including uniforms and paintings). t NeAéxnual

Meeting and Exhibits will be held in May 2024 in Dallas, Texas.

Photo on the left is the VGCA display during
set up on Thursday, April 13, before the
crowds came in on Friday. Compared to
some of the others it was a relatively simple
dispay, yet it won an award as well as many
® complements from the NRA Awards

| Committee, other displayers and the public.
Two-page handouts are on the small table at
the left and the rarer and more valuable
pieces are in the lighted glass case. Those
thinking of representing the VGCA by
displaying at an NRA Annual Meeting should
_ first display at a VGCA show. There are
several VGCA members who displayed at the
NRA who can provide advice and assistance.
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U 2023Presentation ListU

MEETING DATE  TOPIC PRESENTER

25 May 2023 2023 NRA Annual Meeting Marc Gorelick
Guns of the Fenians Ken SmithChristmas

22 Jun 2022 TBD TBD

NOTE: W do not meet in Julyglue to Summer Vacation

24 Aug 2023 Displays 101 Rob Becker
KalashnikovStoner video

28 Sep 2023 TBD

26 Oct 2023 Broomhandles Ed Costello

We are finalizingthe presentation schedule for 2023 (still have June and September open) and are
starting to work on the 2024 schedulelfyou have any suggestionsor would like to make a

presentation yourself¢ please contact one of the VGCA officers or directors.
666666666666666666666666666666666606©6°F6
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U Show-n-Tell U

NOTE: Anyone bringing in items for Show-n-Tell, please hold them up so the membein
attendancecan see it. This will also help your Volunteer Photographer get a decent photograph of
the special item you brought to show, and people who could not attetite meeting can see itlearly
in the newsletter. Thank you

VGCA Showm-Tell Fact Sheet

Manufacturer:

Model: Action Type:
Caliber:

Years of Production: Total Produced:

Year this example was manufactured (if known):

Significance:

Question(s) for members:

Name (optional):

Where acquired (optional): When acquired (optional):
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APRIL SHOW-N-TELL

Memberl (left) wanted to build the least expensive AR
possible. He started with a lower receiver made by Every
Day Carry (EDC) Tactical, a compalocatedin

Richmond, Virginia. After waiting a quite a while, he

| received his lowersge below serial number 13!but

quickly
discovered it
was dlittle out
of speci only
certain
magazines
would work.
This was a
limitation he
could live
with and
through frugal
shopping, managed to build his AR for about $400!

Member2 shared his very early Colt SPdght). This
example was made in approximately 1964 and has th{
correct early featuréisa fis|l ab si deo
without the raised fence around the magazine release
button(see beloyw no forward assist (required by the
U.S. Army but not required by the U.&ir Force and
not provided on the early commercial modeds)dopen
ended-bfiddeelkdo fl ash hide
getting stuck ¥

on vegetation
and quickly
replaced on
military p—
production with =
the closed
fibirdc a g e O
flash hide}.

ano
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Member 2 also lmught in a
Knights Armament Mk 11 Mod
0 (left). Thisis a designated
marksman/sniper riflevith a
20-inch matchbarrel
chambered in 7.62x51 NATO
and known as the SB5 in
civilian form (with a 24inch
barrel) This modelretains
approximately 60% parts
interchangeabilityvith the AR
15/M16. This particular rifle
was apparently originally
deployed by the Arlington
County Police Department.

Member3 shareda High Standard G .380 Pistol
(right). Primarily known for the .22 Long Rifle
pistolsand revévers, High Standard was asked to
develop a centerfire pistol for the Office of Strategig
Services (OSS) toward the end of WWII. The
contract would later be canceled but High Standard
was paid for the design and development work
performed. Severateelframes had already been |
produced before the contract was canceled and thg
were built intocivilian pistolsduring 19471950.
The G .380 is a seraiutomatic pistol with a-fnch
barrel and a6ound magazine chambered in .380 §
ACP - and they were only pigls manufactured in thefg
United States in that caliber at the timeautifully
finished, this model was review&Eneral Hatcher in
the September 1948merican Riflemanand said it
had shown fAexcel hemturt @
Despite the accoladethe G .380 was not a
commercial success and only about 7,400 were
produced. This great example was made in 1947.
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Member4 brought in not just
one, but two AR1Os @t left).
Built from original parts kits
onnewsemtautomatic
receivers, thesevo examples
represent two variantsf the
7.62 NATO chambered battle
rifle produced byhe Dutch
firm Artillerie Inrichtingen
(Al). Ontherightis a
Sudanese model, an early
variant of which
approximately 2,500 were
produced starting in 1958.
These sered in the Sudan
from 1958 until 1985. On the
left is the Portuguese model,
part of a production run of
4,00065,000. Incoporating
design improvements tha
resulted from field use of the
earlier models, the Portuguese
variants featured a heavier
barrel wth a chromdined
chamberwider bolt lugs, a
stronger extractor, a new
simplified threeposition gas
regulator, and a cocking
handle featuringhe ability to
act asa forward bolt assist
These served in the Portuguese
military, primarily in the
paratr@per battalions, from
1960 until 1976.



Member5 sharedvhat
was initially described
as an FN manufactured
M1950 Moroccan
Police Carbiner{ght k
and detail beloy "
Unfortunately, FN does
not have a sales record
of any such carbines
going to Morocco. FN
historian/author
Anthony Vanderlinden [
believes the Moroccan
connectiorclaimed by
collectorshas been due |, ’\
to an AMCo %S
the firearm, which may
in fact be dactory
inspection stamp.
Chambered in .30/06,
this could be a
Columbian police
carbine. Fewer than
1,000 exist, with some
chambered in 7.62x51
NATO. Threaded for a
grenaddaunching
attachment, please
contact member 5 or thg
newsletter editor if you | °
have this attachment for]
sale or know where one}
is located. -
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Member6 brought in a Swiss

Kirbel Karabiner Luftgewhr

(above and inset at right This isa crankoperated spring plston air rifle in 4.4mm (.177 caliber BB) and
features a brasmoothborebarrelliner. This started as a Swisslitary Model 1889 riflebarreledaction
and stock that was extengiyenodified for conversion to a civiliaair rifle. The M1889 stoclvas
shortened to K1{carbine)length, to match thehortenedarrel length anthe added K1kights.

Converted by Swiss gunsmith Furter of Olteates of production are unknoypossibly 195601965) as

is the total number producethis is serial number 117Due to the amount of wood removed from the
stock to accommodate the crank mechanism, the stock is less durable and subject to cracking. This
example has welllone stock repair. Such air rifle conversions were usedbimeindoor practice as

well as informal competitions.
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Member7 shared amnusual
SpringfieldModel 1870 Rolling
Block rifle (left). The M1870
was made under license from
RemingtonArms Companat

the Springfield Armory in
Springfield, Massachuseftwith
1,008producedbetween 1870
and 1872. Chambered in .50/70
(.50 caliber bullet over 70 grains
of black powder), these rifles
were used in breedbading

trials by the U.S. Army
Following these trials the
Springfieldd e si gnapddor o
was adopteas the Model 1873.
Arguably an inferior design, the
ATrapdoor o woul d c
built for the U.S. Armyuntil
replaced by the Model 1892
Krag rifles and carbinesnd

long after vastly superior arms
were fielded by nations around
the world
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New VGCA Member8 brought an interesting M1 Rifle
for his first Shown-Tell item (ight). This Springfield
manufactured beauty has a fairly low six digit serial
number (282xxx) indicating the receiver was made in
July 19417 before the U.S. entipto WWII. Its
probably original barrel is dated August 1941. It has
been through at least oneaesenalpossibly through
the USMC Logistics Base at Albany, Georgis)it has
an InternationaHarvester boland Winchester trigger
group. The interestg aspect of this rifle is that it was 4
U.S. Navy Trophy gun, authorized by the USN for
award as a prize at shooting competitiohsvas
purchased by Member 8 from USN3P fi Or i o n g
who was a competitive shoofiea nice acquisition
indeed!

ot

Member9 sharechis nice Colt SP1léft). Made in

1975, this example is somewhat newer than the

SP1 that was brought in by Member 2. As a result,

it shares both old and newesatures. It retains the

i s Isidebreceiver with no raised fence around

the magazine release button, but it doagea

itear dropo forward assi s
hider. It mounts a reproduction Colt scope on the
carry handle to, as Membe
eyes! o
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