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December 2011 VGCA Newslette
Fall 2011 Gun Show and Election Editio

Presentation at the October 21 Meeting: The
presentation for the October VGCA Meeting featt
Dave Rivers, Sgt. (ret.), Homicide Bureau, Miami 8&
Police Departmenton the 1986 FBI Miami sho-out.
This presentation was derived from a far more thataind
extensive training series that is provided to |
Enforcement Officers and their Departments
Agencies. Sgt. Rivers had a long career vhe Miami
Dade PD, of which the vast majority of his time vgaeni
in the Homicide Bureau. The incident in ques
occurred on Friday, April 11, 1986, during an omgy
investigation by the FBI into a series of bank rexdps.
Sgt. Rivers was the cringeene supervisor. It is probal
one of the most referenced incidents and had fue
whole range of opinions and conjectures by the enadd
others who analyzed the evidence and reports, bate
not always privy to all the facts, or were not & Sgt.
Rivers opened with a review of some of these poikts
instance, this was not a case of the FBI actingealdn
fact the operation was fully coordinated with theMi
Dade PD and the PD was invited to take part. Tbie
was not armed only witrevolvers, but had both revolve
and automatics. The operation was not being cdaad
with inadequate personnel resources. The commiisnsawith the local LE was good and ongoing. bld the
story of the robbers, who had no prior criminatdrites, and had received military training, which weaislencec
in how the one robber advanced and fired at thedgBhts. He pointed out how the Army Ranger anC-
trained criminals constantly kept advancing ondfiieers, and the marked difference v LE who are trained t
use cover and defend. They also stole and dispafsgghicles and the owners to cover their acgiti The
presentation was very well documented with diagrgrhstos, and narratives of the different encowsntieiring the
firefight. Sgt. Rivers was also very aware of the auédiemzl was careful to not remain too long in theer
forensic aspects of the case. What was interegt@isghe presented it in a scene by scene methodcdrdstric
running narrative, which highlightdtie different dangers faced by the agents in diffelocation. He als
provided anecdotes regarding the difficulty of sewthat large a crime scene and the hard polmek that is
required, especially when the first instinct idrioto quickly esist a downed officer, while preserving the cr
scene. This was fascinating and given his stytefamiliarity, the presentation flew by, leavingeowith a feeling
of having witnessed the incident through a -motion camera. If we had the hypebadviated version, | can ju
imagine the detail of the ddgng seminar. VGCA thanks Sgt. Dave Roberts fertime and his candor. It w
one of the best presentations we have




UPCOMING MEETING!!! As customary, the combined November-December Meeting will be held on
December 1 due to the November Gun Show and the Tihkesgiving and Christmas holiday seasonsWe have
been informed by the NRA that the scheduled NRA-Nbiksentation had to be cancelled. However, tiad fi
meeting of the year is also the important VGCA Aalndembership Meeting to nominate candidates to be
Officers in the associationfhe Meeting will NOT be in the auditorium as usual but will be in the room next to
the cafeteria on the second floor of the left todDT the Museum tower) where we met some timethigoyear
or last year. There will be signs to guide folkanfi the right (Museum) tower to the left tower éarsy access to
the special purpose room. In lieu of the presantatve will also have the always popular extensleecial Show
and Tell session after the election meeting. Bnmihose unique pieces (there is a rumor of omg special piece
that will be there...), and also feel free to bringsales items to generate some holiday ‘mad monBye room
has plenty of tables for the Show and Tell and gtem

Since is it the holiday season, members who widitit in some special food as a ‘pot luck’ — like
casserole, dessert, breads (Pumpkin Pie!), or gthaties — to celebrate the holiday seasons amueaged to do
so. This should be a nice change from the norarel fWe will start the evening with food and dsdrat 6:30PM
and start the meeting at 7:00PM. Remember, likingeto a gun show early, if there is a good d#bacof eats,
you can be assured it will go fast. Please bningash bags so we can clean up.

Comments from the PodiumThe show was great and many of the dealers to whapoke were OK. The
displays were just great — Karl Karash's displag warld class and one of the best displays we bagehad. |

asked the NRA to come and photograph it for a ptessirticle in their magazines. We photographeahd | will

be sending it to them for possible publication.

As further bad news, the NRA National Firearms Musenformed me that their budget was cut and th@re
will be no more NFM/VGCA joint speaker meetingshidis sad indeed but we are in very bad econamiestjust

in case you did not know. We have had some gpestkers in the past 13 years so | guess we sheutthbkful

for that which we received. Our December meetilgN©OT be in the auditorium as usual but will bethat room
next to the cafeteria on the second floor of tlfietéever, where we met some time ago. The NRAiandbhat was
planned in the auditorium on the afternoon of Ddwemi was also cancelled, but it is being usedfather

function. Signs will be on the doors to guide fofkom the right tower to the left tower for eaggess to the

special purpose room.

The attendance at the show was the poor. Ed Gosidl have details. We all know the reasonse- to
many gun shows, lack of disposal income, the faat dver 30% of the mortgages in the county wherdnawe the
show are underwater — | don't need to explainabigie have already been over this ground. | démoi when
the economy will improve — and our lot will improwebut | do not look for a turnaround for some tin@urs is
not the only show to suffer, just ask around arefeeyourself.

The election is coming up at the December meetirignk carefully about the election. | will be \éag
after 30 years non-stop. One cannot work foreldid the BEST | could for you over the many yegireen my
limited KSAs (or knowledge, skills, and abilities #hey say in Human Resources). What do you exXpeota
poor old hillbilly druggist??? | don't expect angato say thank you — | did what | thought apprateriand | did it
for my love of the club. I have been with you tigh both good and bad times. Now the times arelh#dhey
will cycle back to better times, as all such thiags cyclical in nature.

I think we should have a COVERED DISH DINNER at ihecember 1 meeting and we should have a
extended Show & Tell as the program. Come togethdrenjoy each other's company and conserve &inds
we will not have a NFM speaker. Bring a cassemdssert, breads, or other goodies. | am sure Muailhsend
special goodies with me as well. Get there at 6(80/e can start at 7. Let's celebrate Christogether, while we
are still alive. We have lost a lot of good pedpléhe last few years, so we should appreciate titne is left.
Bring your best show and tell and enjoy the eveninigok forward to seeing you.

| hope we can have the covered dish dinner atapeHilly folks will support such an idea. | wiltibg
sodas, plates, bowls, knives, and forks, etc. ICpot type dishes are generally easiest, etc.; heryvé is up to
you. | will bring chili in a large crock pot. fblks would to let me know what they are bringitizat would be
good so we could coordinate the food and avoididai@ goodies. | am willing to coordinate this aoduggest
things we need. Please also bring in some tragh $mwe can police the trash and leave the roonedeund it.

-- Addison Huwst President, VGCA




Important Issues for Association Members’ Considerton:

® Election of VGCA Officers for the 2012-2014 Term: This is it! December is the Annual Association
Membership Meeting in early December. That mehastection of Officers. We will be taking nomiiaeis
from the floor for candidates for the offices oEBident, Vice President, Secretary and TreasUiee.
nomination process will be voted closed after tbmimation session. The election will be in Jan20¢2.
Ballots will be mailed out in early January and traesreturned and received by February 10 (no exueg),
as stated in the bylaws, to allow the ballots t@tented and the results announced at the Feb23ai3012
Meeting. When you receive the ballot, make sutewate and return the ballot to the address pravatdethe
ballot to ensure its receipt by the deadline. Tie®ting is the only opportunity you may have tesjion
potential candidates about their ideas for thectiva of the Association. As some of the incumbeare not
running for re-election, we will need to have caladés to fill the vacant positions. Please comsfdeu
would like to run, or if you have someone you wolikd to nominate to run.

® Presentation Volunteers NeededWe will need presenters for 2012 upcoming monthgetimgs. Call one of
the Association officers now to request your prefémmonth for 2012. There are 9 meetings (January,
February, April, May, June, August, September, ©et@nd December) in 2012. We do not have meeitings
the gun show months (March and November) or in snickmer (July). Remember, you do not need to do it
solo (grab a partner or friend) and it does noehtavbe a marathon. Short and direct works watl; indoes
not have to have slides. If you wish, there arenb®rs who will assist if you wish to use a PowenPoi
presentation. This club’s membership includes spulished experts and other members who, contoary
their own protestations and denials, are expertisaém chosen fields of this hobby.

% % & INCLEMENT WEATHER ALERT s %
We are approaching the winter season and the Nwtihas already had a major snowfall in Octobarrir the
upcoming winter months meetings are at risk of gpeiancelled for foul weather. Members are strongly
encouraged toheck the VGCA Website(http://www.vgca.org) for Weather Alerts and Meeting
Cancellations! If the meeting is cancelled, there should bashiing cloud with a notice when you open the page.
Please inform members you know, especially thosieout Internet.

%* % ¥ 2011 Fall VGCA Gun Showsk ¥ ¥
Well, another show has come and gone and thisvame not the best attended, did appear to haveesuiithe
best looking educational displays in a long tineaddition, the appearances of the vendor and raetables
were top notch, and had some of the best fireanmsdent times up for sale. How many times areethet only
one, but three S&W Registered Magnums at a siriglevseven the larger shows? It is a real tredetm a show
without the beef jerky and other non-gun items #ratfar too numerous at ‘gun’ shows. Key poingsey

The Historical and Educational Display Awardsfor the 2011 Fall Gun Show went to the followirgygons:

o 1% Place Award: Karl Karash, “Rarest Model of 1911/1911A1 Pistdls
This display was probably the most extensive dispfaare M1911 and M1911A1 pistols ever assemlriezhe
location. If you missed it, you missed a trulyque opportunity. Many thanks go out to Karl Karfmhhis
generosity and trust in bringing this display te tirginia Gun Collectors Association Fall 2011 Gsimow.

« 2" Place Award: David Litchfield / Buz Rueger, “Luger Variations’
This display also had some very unique and unyssadis. It is not often one can see, in persdvigez “Baby
Luger,” and other specialized Luger examples. \tfefie!

« 3" Place Award: Dan Szatkowskj “Open Up!
The title is unusual, and invokes one’s curiosiDan’s display was a very special, and at timeeréaihing, look
at the various methods of feeding rounds intoeafim. These methods ranged from what proved thsastrous
commercial or engineering failures (often fiercativocated in their day by those with personal ditipal
reasons) to landmark advancements in firearm téobyo

» Judges’ Choice: Jim Vaughan, “Military Signal Pistols’
This was an unusual display of martial signal é)asistols from many countries. The examples rdrigan finely
crafted brass to more basic stamped metal or athé&rial. As is always the case with Jim’s presgons, it was
well researched and explored a topic that is nenaseen.



The other 3 displays were excellent and deservdiomefor the time, research, and dedication tha¢dgiired in
planning, constructing, and arranging material piedes in an organized, educational, and eye-cagdbrmat.

They were all well done and had many comments tf@viewers. These displays welerry Babcock,

“Training and Maintenance,” with cutaways M1 rifles, training and practiceegades, and assorted manuals and
tools; John Babey, “Civil War Personal Sidearms” with percussion and cartridge revolvers andcek
accoutrements and documentation; ®jitliam Spence “America’s Star — The U.S. Marshal Servicg an
extensive collection of memorabilia and a collettid current and past equipment used by the U.$shéd

Service, that he gathered during his career wahadhency.

These fine displays necessitated a good deal @weand consideration by the Display Judges. Chieibelim
Burgesswould like to acknowledge the assistancéed Turner andBill Chronister as the judging committee
for this show. Jim likes to get different setegés to judge at each show and is always lookingdw volunteers.
All the displays were well done and researchedadindieserve a hand for a lot of hard work, patieacel making
their collections available for our inspection ampreciation.

A note from the Security Chief: 1 would like to thank a great crew for not onlypiding security; but also their
efforts in making the show enjoyable. They providedurity, safety, and sign detail work, and matilyfsund
time to man a sales and/or a display table, and dickdisplay judging and gun evaluations. Sondevéindor set-
up security as well as show security. So; in dhefiaal order here they ardulian Aylor (safety, Jim Burgess
Vernon Cochran, Fred Fees(safety),Terry Fearnley, Emory Hackman, Larry Hare , Jim Hoffman, Gary
Holderman, Addison Hurst, Karl "1911" Karash , George Kirschbaum Dave Litchfield (Assistant Security
Chief), Bill Ludwig , Dave McKenzie Chip Miller (safety, Penny PeytonSteve Philippy, Joe RobertsTom
Schweiger Gary Sherrill, Lee Turner, Carl Warhurst , Reid West(safety), andill York . Thank you'’s go to
Chief Deputy John Collier andSheriff Glen Hill for stopping by. Thanks to the 4-H kids for thaddication and
efficiency. A thank you also goesHill Hitchcock, Larry Hare andJack Looneyfor the camera work. At this
point; | would like to send a special thank you mu@Gary Sherrill. Gary was one of my Security crew "regulars”
but retired last spring and moved to Texas. Heelsome 1580 miles (+/- a few of miles) to work Béyg for all
three days. This is kindness, commitment and dédit to VGCA. | wish club members who lived buea
miles away could find time to assist a little mof@nce again; thank you, every single one of yod; lzave an

enjoyable Thanksgiving and Christmas. See yoherspring. Johwv Frietych; Security Chief

Table Setup - The VGCA would like to thank all of those who volaated to set up the tables for the show. It was
a fine job, quickly executed, and crucial to a &sstul show. Many thanks! A thank you also gagd@the4-H
“Trigger Time” youngsters as well for all their assistance, ladtltear down” and at the gate. If anyone would

like to help with this at the next spring 2012 sheantact Rick Nahas, Show Manager, or any of tfiie€s.

VGCA Gun Show Attendance for the Past Six (6) Yearsthe show attendance was in the fourth place WoCP
Fall Gun Shows. Our fall shows are typically lesdl attended than the spring shows. This year atsy be due
to fall cleaning duties and yard work, opening dathe muzzle-loading hunting season, the econ@amg,saving
for the Holidays. In spite of that, it appearedttbales were being made, and some great dealgaoegnized and
taken advantage of, resulting in happy sellerspandd buyers. The attendance breakdown follows:

Spring 2006 (PWC) 1,631 Fall 2006 (PWC) 922
Spring 2007 (PWC) 1,707 Fall 2007 (PWC) 1,236
Spring 2008 (PWC) cancelled Fall 2008 (PWC) 754
Spring 2009 (PWC) 2,059 Fall 2009 (PWC) 1,307
Spring 2010 (PWC) 1,723 Fall 2010 (PWC) 1,194
Spring 2011 (PWC) 1,530 Fall 2011 (PWC) 975

So now we begin our preparations for the spring22@0GCA gun show. Thanks to all who helped, hadesand
attended.

Business Meeting for the October Z1Meeting: Announcements were made regarding the show Etpas,
and volunteers were solicited. The only other sagnwvas the introduction of guests and considaratfamew
members.John Isoldi was sponsored Will Chronister. He is a collector of hunting guns, assorted \Wisters,



is an avid reloader, and a hunter and shooterer Affew words in his defense, John was votedth@alub.
Welcome aboard John.

Show & Tell for the October 21" Meeting: The show and tell was loosely focused on a lafereament theme
to match the presentatiodohn Babeyshowed his recently acquired ‘classic’ mid-198Rigyer Mini-14 with
Ruger factory folding stock. While an unintendeihcidence, this was like one of the weapons useld
shootout covered in the presentatiolarnie Lyles displayed a piece of the ‘bulletproof’ vest wosnrotorious
Depression-Era bank robber John Dillingdtarc Gorelick presented an overview of his Gallagher Carbine.
Originally adopted during the Civil War as a pesias arm, it was disliked by the soldiers and waliable and
considered unsuccessful. Post-Civil War it wasveaied to .56-50 Spencer cartridges and becameasetipted
and very successful on the Frontiéarry Hare brought out his recent acquisition from the Roanakgun
Show, a Shamiel (?) pellet pistol. The sessios elased byAddison Hurst with a cautionary, “Buy the gun, not
the Story,” tale. He showed an 1897 Winchestendimegun allegedly used by Actress Candice Bergémeitiilm
with Sean Connery, “the Wind and the Lion.” Suhsay disassembly told a possibly different talghwle
markings, “Omaha Police Department” — apparentigioally a police riot gun. It is a nice piece revhe less,
but the saying ‘Trust, but Verify” does apply.

October 21" Meeting Photos

P ' & e L -
L: One of the diagrams used by Sgt. Rivers to explain the
dynamics of the Miami FBI shootout.

R: John Babey shows his Ruger Mini-14, that was coincidently
similar to the one used by the bank robbers in the shootout.

L: Ernie Lyles’ piece of the ‘bulletproof’ vest worn by notorious Depression-Era bank
robber John Dillinger with accompanying documention and fingerprint charts.

R: Larry Hare’s recent acquisition from the Roanoke Airgun Show, a Shamiel (?) pellet pistol, a Luger look-a-like.



L: Addison and
the the 1897
Winchester
Trench gun
allegedly in the
film with Sean
Connery, “The
Wind and the
Lion.”

R: New
member John
Isoldi speaks to
the members.
A collector of
hunting guns,

. assorted
Winchesters;
he is an avid
reloader, hunter

and shooter.
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UL: 1* Place Award: Karl Karash, “Rarest Model of 1911/1911A1 Pistols”
UR: 2" Place Award: David Litchfield / Buz Rueger, “Luger Variations”
LL: 3" Place Award: Dan Szatkowski, “Open Up!”

LR: Judges Choice: Jim Vaughan, “Military Signal Pistols”




L: Larry Babcock, “Training and Maintenance,” with cutaways
M1 rifles, training and practice grenades, and assorted
manuals.

R: William Spence had an extensive collection of current and
past equipment used by the U.S. Marshal Service.

o J L:_ .]_ohn Babey's
SE MY / " Civil War themed
vy | . display had

C | percussion and
cartridge revolvers
and selected
accoutrements
and
documentation.

L: The Educational Display participants
await the results of the judging. Leftto
Right: Dave Litchfield, Karl Karash, Buz
Rueger, Dan Szatkowski, William Spence,
and Jim Vaughan. Not present, John
Babey and Larry Babcock.

All the displays were outstanding!

NOTE: Due to the size of the displays, the photos shown have been cropped to preserve detail. They do not show all the
examples present in each display.

L&R:
Thanks to
Trigger Time
for Gate and
Cleanup
duties.
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Have a Great Holiday Season!!!



Upcoming Events and Shows
PLEASE NOTE: There are sometimes changes in schelés or errors on websites. Members are strongly enuraged toverify
before driving to a show These dates have been published online, but amet guaranteed. Yellow = Collector organizations.

VIRGINIA 2011
2 November 26-27, 2011 — Hampton, VAConvention CenterSGK, LTD
o December 3-4, 2011 — Richmond, VA Showplace €& E Gun Show
S December 10-11, 2011 — Harrisonburg, VA Rockingham County FairgroundsG& E Gun Show
o December 11-12, 2011 — Winchester, VAWinchester SportsplexSsK, LTD
2 December 17-18, 2014 Dale City, VA - VFW Post 1503 ©ld Dominion Shows
< December 17-18, 2011 — Salem, VVASalem Civic CenterG& E Gun Show
o December 31, 2011-Jan. 1, 2012 - Roanoke, VRoanoke Civic Center Showmasters
2 December 31, 2011-Jan. 1, 2012 - Fredericksburg, \\AExpo Center SGK, LTD

MARYLAND 2011
2 December 10-11, 2011 - Parkville, MDB Tall Cedars Bldg., Putty Hill Shopping Centeppal achian
Promotions

PENNSYLVANIA 2011

S December 3-4, 2011 - Allentown, PA Agricultural Hall -Forks of the Delaware Historical Arms Society.
Contact: FDHAS, 3491 Linden St., Bethlehem, PAIIB®%10-997-8613 after 6pm.
December 10-11, 2011 - Monroeville, PAConvention CenterG& E/Showmasters Gun Shows
December 10-11, 2011 - Harrisburg, PA Farm Show Complex Mid-Atlantic Arms Collectors
December 16,17 &18, 2011 King of Prussia, PA- Valley Forge Convention Center -
valleyforgegunshow.com

000

NEW YORK 2011
o December 10-11, 2011 — Freeport, NYThe Freeport Recreation Centdong |sland Antique Historical
Arms Society. Contact: Dave Gruner (631) 722-3248, P.O. BaoxJainesport, NY 11947

Donations for Congress:
A driver was stuck in a traffic jam on the highwaytside Washington, DC. Nothing was moving.
Suddenly, a man knocks on the window.
The driver rolls down the window and asks, “Whgténg on?”
“Terrorists have kidnapped Congress, and theykimg$or a $100 million dollar ransom. Otherwisiegy are
going to douse them all in gasoline and set therfiren We are going from car to car, collecting donatibns.
“How much is everyone giving, on average?” the elriasks.
The man replies, “Roughly a gallon.”

Address for any Newsletter related matters or sabions isv GCANews@cox.net Feel free to email items for
inclusion in the newsletter. For changes of addoesion-receipt of the newsletter, either via ¢maihe mailed
hard-copy, please contact Larry Hare. v/r BHir@nhister, VGCA Newsletter Editor




